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Master,  Wardens  and 
Assistants  of  the  Wor- 
{hipful  Company  of  Apo^ 

THECARIES. 


Gentlemen, 


IF  an  intended  good  to  the  com¬ 
munity  in  general,  will  be  a 

v  ^  .  n  »  *•,  ^  >  v* 

fufficient  apology  for  thefe  few 

fheets  j  the  honor  and  peculiar  ad¬ 
vantage 
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vantage  that  I  propofe  to  that  Com¬ 
pany  over  which  you  prefide,  will, 
I  hope,  entitle  me  to  claim  your 
Patronage.  If,  on  a  candid  perufal, 
you  find  the  hints  that  I  have  thrown 
out,  are  objefts  worthy  of  your  re¬ 
gard,  they  will,  I  trufi,  animate 
fome  of  extenfive  capacity,  to  ex¬ 
amine  more  minutely  into  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  an  application  to  Parlia- 
liament,  for  the  better  regulation  of 
Apothecaries  ;  or  to  inveftigate  an¬ 
other  method,  that  will  be  produ&ive 
of  equal  utility.  But  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  regard  the  following  pages 
as  pointing  out  matters  of  no  real 
importance ;  and  are  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  occafion  for  purfuing  this 
fcheme,  or  need  of  adopting  any  o- 
ther,  you  will,  as  I  acquiefce  in  your 

fuperior 
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I 

*  f 

fuperior  judgment,  generoufly  accept 

of  the  integrity  of  the  heart,  for  the 

* 

ability  of  the  pen ;  which  will  afford 
no  fmall  fatisfadtion  to 


Gentlemen, 


Your  moft  obedient, 

i 

I 

And 


Humble  Servant, 


The  Author. 
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domus,  dut  fundus,  non  cents  cicervus , 
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OF  all  fublunary  enjoyments,  health  is 
the  greateft  ;  a  oleffing  that  cannot 
be  too  highly  prized,  or  its  prefervation 
fufficiently  commended.  Without  health, 
what  are  all  the  pleafures  of  fociety,  yea, 
even  of  life  ltfelf  ?  how  palling  !  how  in- 
hpid  !  whilft  the  unhappy  fufferer,  being  a 
burthen  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  to  others, 
longs  to  be  rid  of  his  cumberfome  clay, — . 

B  When 
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When  health  is  abfent,  the  talents  of  the 
moft  fertile  genius,  or  the  moft  ufeful  me¬ 
chanic  lie  buried  to  the  world.  Men,  ever 
anxious  for  accumulating  riches,  and  no  lefs 
fo  for  their  fecurity,  are  very  regardlefs  of 
that  which  can  render  them  grateful,  or 
even  defirable.  Amazing  fupine  indiffer¬ 
ence  !  What  will  it  avail  the  man  with  his 
hoarded  (lores,  pofieffed  of  immeafurable 
affluence,  whilfl  he  is  imprifoned  by  the 
gout  in  his  chamber  ?  He  views  the  hardy 
peafant,  and  the  healthy  cottager  with  en¬ 
vy,  and  wifhes  to  change  condition ! 

“  If  riches,”  fays  the  ingenious  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Temple,  “  could  always  purchafe  eafe, 
<£  or  if  honors  could  make  diftempers 
41  keep  their  diftance,  and  force  the  gout 
cc  and  (lone  to  pay  refpedt  to  quality,  who 
“  would  not  be  covetous,  and  with  reafon  ? 
<c  Who  would  not  be  ambitious,  if  health 
<c  were  at  the  command  of  power,  or  could 
“  be  reflored  by  honor  ?  But,  alas !  a  white 
li  ftaff  will  not  help  gouty  feet  to  walk, 
4C  better  than  a  common  cane  j  nor  a  blue 
<{  ribband  bind  up  a  wound  fo  well  as  a 
<<  common  fillet :  the  glitter  of  gold  and  of 
“  diamonds  will  but  hurt  fore  eyes,  inftead 

“  of 
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“  of  curing  them  5  and  an  aking  head  will 
“  be  no  more  eafed  by  wearing  a  crown, 
“  than  a  common  night-cap :  Crcefus  him- 
lelf,  when  lick,  was  a  poor  creature. 
“  Health  is  the  foul  that  animates  all  the 
<e  pleafures  of  life  :  and,  without  it,  a  man 
“  «arves  at  the  bed  and  greatell  tables, 

“  makes  faces  at  the  nobleft  and  moll  de- 
“  licate  wines,  is  poor  and  wretched  in  the 
“  midft  of  the  greatell  treafures  and  for- 
“  tunes.  Without  health,  youth  lofes  all 
“  its  vigor,  beauty  all  its  charms ;  the  foft-  ' 
“  ell  mufic  grates  in  our  ears ;  converfation 
“  is  difagreeablc  ;  palaces  are  prifons,  or  of 
“  equal  confinement ;  riches  are  ufelefs  (as 
“  t0  enjoyment ;)  honor  and  attendance  are 
“  cumberfome ;  and  crowns  themfelves  a 
“  burden. 

No  fooner  had  our  fallen  nature  fubjec- 
ted  us  to  difeafes,  than  the  all-bountiful 
Creator  was  concerned  for  our  relief:  He 
not  only  ordered  our  parent  earth  to  bring 
forth  nourilhment  for  our  bodies,  but  phy- 
fic  for  our  difeafes.  In  the  early  days  of 
antiquity,  this  fupply  was  little  wanted ; 
men,  guided  by  the  laws  of  temperance, 
lived  till  nature,  quite  exhaufted,  dropt  un- 

B  2  tor- 
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tortured  into  the  filent  grave.  The 
plicity  of  their  food  required  no  phyfical 
alteratives,  and  exercife  was  their  cathartic. 
But  no  loorier  had  luxury  and  intemperance 
appeared,  than  man  fadly  complained  and. 
longed  for  greater  help.  "As  theie,  the  .pa¬ 
rents  of  nailery  and  of  empire’s  do wnfal,  in- 
creafed  (witnefs,  Oh  Greece',  and  del  Rome 
declare)  fo  did  difeafes  bom  iiV number  and 

*  *  .  t  .  .  .r  ,  .  -»  “  * 

degree  ^  and  thus  have  they  'kept  pace  to¬ 
gether  to  the  prefent  day/  " "l 

At  fir  ft  phyfic  \vas  confined  to,  a  few  fim- 
pie  herbs,  and  their  healing  virtue  was  ge- 
nerally  learnt  from  accident.  ■  f('  Tnus  we 
“  are  told  that  Melampus,  the  mod:  ancient 
“  of  the  Greek  phyficians  at  Argos,  when 
<c  he  obferved  that  fheep  who  fed  on  black 
<c  hellebore  had  a  loofenefs,  he  transferred 
“  the  ule  of  that  medicine  tor  the  like  pur- 
“  pofe  in  men,  and  the  plant,  for  many^ 
<c  ages  after,  bore  the  name  of  Melampo- 
des The  fame  author  obferves,  that 
by  thefe  methods  mankind  doubtlefs  ac¬ 
quired  a  confiderable  notion  in  healing. 
f{  In  like  manner  the  ufeful  hemorrhages 

“  which 


#  See  Boerhaave’s  Academical  Lectures,  p.  9, 
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cc  which  naturally  broke  out  in  acute  di- 
ct  feafes,  encouraged  phlebotomy  ;  a  reme- 
“  dy  which  mud  of  itfelf  appear  otherwife 
<c  threatening  and  cruel/’  But  when  diieafes 
became  inveterate,  and  from  luxury  fo  com- 

.  j  |  •*  ■  * 

plicated  as  to  elude  fimple  treatment  men 
carried  their  refearches  much  farther  for  re¬ 
medies  than,  the  .vegetable  world,  and  un- 
bowelled  the  earth  for  minerals.  Phyficians 
who  had  confined  themfelves  to  the  former, 
now  alfo  applied  to  the  latter. 

In  the  infant  ftate  of  phyfic,  he  that  pre- 
fcribed  generally  adminiftred,  till  the  increafe 
of  disorders  was  introdudory  to  a  variety  of 
competitions,  and  opened  a  wide  field  for 
improvement.  Thofe  who  had  heretofore 
ordered  alone  from  obfervation,  now  joined 
theory  to  it ;  which  they  followed  with  the 
greateft  afiiduity.  The  talk  now  became 
too  laborious  for  one  clafs,  it  required  ano¬ 
ther  to  procure  and  vend  that  which  was  pre¬ 
ferred.  Hence  the  origin  of  Apothecaries; 
a  name  which  they  took  from  their  bufinefs 
of  felling,  or  keeping  a  fhop,  which  the  word 
implies  *.  Thus  they  remained  for  a  great 

>  '  while 

*  The  term  Apothecary,  in  its  derivative  fenfe, 

does 
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while  diftindt  from  the  Phylicians :  but  whe¬ 
ther  the  fees  of  the  one,  or  the  ambition  of 
the  other,  firft  caufed  this  interference,  I 
leave  others  to  determine  ;  fo  it  is,  that  they 
have  in  a  great  meafure  jumbled  the  two  to¬ 
gether,  and  from  an  accurate  knowledge  in 
compofition,  they  have  ftrangely  endeavored 
to  incorporate,  like  the  frod,  bodies  cf  a 
very  heterogeneous  nature.  But  let  the 
caufe  be  what  it  may.  Apothecaries  have 
got  phyfic  principally  into  their  own 
hands  ;  this  is  evidently  the  cafe,  efpecially 
in  the  country,  where  the  Phyfician  leldom 
vifits  any  but  fuch  as  are  in  opulent  circum- 
flances ;  the  poor,  alas,  fcarce  ever  !  It  is 
much  the  fame  in  London,  (allowance  being 
made  for  thofe  that  are  in  the  hofpitals  3)  fo 
that  Apothecaries  have  by  far  the  gr.eatefl 
number  of  patients  under  their  own  care. 
This,  I  think  a  fufficient  plea  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages  >  fhewing  that  men  intruded 

with 

r  does  not  fecm  to  allude  particularly  to  the  fellers  of 
medicines.  is  of  a  very  indefinite  fignification, 

(Horreum,)  a  market,  (hop,  or  repository,  which  may 
be  ufed  and  applied  to  any  other  bufinefs.  Some  hat'e, 
perhaps  wittily,  fuppofed  it  from  A-pot-he-carries,  in¬ 
timating,  that  they  ufed  to  carry  the  medicines  them- 
felves  as  well  as  fee  them  adminiftred. 
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with  the  lives  of  others,  ought  to  be  well 
qualified  for  fuch  an  important  employment. 

Apothecaries  are  generally  the  firft  under 
whofe  management  and  diredion  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  placed,  and  were  they  men  of  abili¬ 
ties  the  diforder  might  often  be  nipt  in  its 
bud  ;  or,  through  ignorance,  they  may  rivet 
and  fix  a  complaint  which  the  moft  able 
Phyfician  may  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impof- 
fible  to  extirpate.  The  feeds  of  the  moft 
violent  fever  might  be  often  deftroyed,  by  a 
timely  applied  vomit,  which,  if  negleded, 
may  greatly  endanger  the  patient.  Coftive- 
nefs,  inaigeftion,  obflruded  perfpiration, 
bile,  &c.  will  very  often  attack  in  the  fame 
fhape,  and  ffiew  obvious  marks  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  fever  by  the  fame  fymptoms. 
Shivering,  coldnefs  and  third  may  belong 
to  all :  but  it  is  expefted  that  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry  fliould  be  able  to  diftinguifh  the  differ^- 
ent  caufe,  and  prefcribe  accordingly. 

When  Apothecaries  totally  confined  them- 
felves  to  pharmacy,  they  were  in  no  danger 
of  reproach,  either  from  the  Patient  or 
Phyfician :  but  now  they  are  greatly  expoled 
to  the  cen  fares  of  the  world,  and,  which 
is  of  much  greater  import  to  our  happinefs, 

a  poig- 


[  8  ] 

a  poignant  condemning  confcience.  Let  Us 
ftrive  after  greater  ability  as  our  grand  pre- 
fervative  from  thefe  cutting  reflections,  then 
may  we  laudably  exult,  as  having  Mens  fibi 
confcia  reBu 

Suppofing  genius  to  be  equal,  doubtlefs 
Apothecaries  have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
as  great  improvements  in  the  art  of  phyfic, 
as  Phyficians  themfelves. 

To  the  honor  of  the  Apothecaries  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  there  are,  and  have  been  the 
moft  eminent  phyficians  once  of  that  pro- 
fefiion,  and  who,  far  from  thinking  it  a 
blemifh  to  their  reputation,  have  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  great  utility  of  fuch  an  expe¬ 
rience  :  and  why  not  ?  All  will  confefs  that 
the  moft  refined  and  elaborate  theory  may 
be  erroneous  and  deceitful ;  it  is  to  be  ap¬ 
proved,  or  condemned  by  pradtice.  Here 
Apothecaries  have  greater  advantages  than 
Phyficians.  But  with  the  utmoft  deference 
to  that  learned  and  refpedtable  body,  whofe 
exalted  ftation  claims  both  my  fubmiffion 
and  regard,  permit  me  juft  to  obferve,  that 
the  theoretic  knowledge  of  the  one,  mav, 
in  a  great  meafure,  be  compenfated  by  the 
practical  obfervations  of  the  other,  for  which 

it 
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3t  muft  be  granted,  they  have  much  greater 
opportunities. 

Apothecaries  are  no  longer,  I  fay,  con¬ 
fined  to  pharmacy,  but  are  prefcribers  alfo  ; 
and  it  is  a  duty  they  owe  to  God,  as  well 
as  to  their  feilow-creatures,  that  they  fhould 
be  adequate  to  an  undertaking  fo  important. 
- — Surely,  health,  much  more  life  itfelf,  are 
concerns  of  fuch  moment,  as  net  to  admit 
of  a  comparifon.  Many  are  indifputably 
qualified  for  this  charge,  which  doubtlefs 
has  been  fufBcientiy  confirmed  by  grateful 
and  repeated  teftimonies  from  their  happy 
patients.  But  numberlefs  are  thofe  who,  like 
weeds  replete  with  deadly  poifon,  fhould  on 
their  firft  difeovery  be  eradicated.— What ! 
a  man  reeking  with  the  ftench  of  a  Taylor's 
Jhop-board ,  or  who  has  hut  juft  brujti d  off 
the  emblems  of  a  Barber ,  or,  perhaps  having 
long  groaned  as  a  Druggijl's  Porter ,  and 
tired  with  the  galli?7g  knot . — Shall  fuch  as 
thefe  be  fuffered  to  play  with  perfons  lives  ? 
Horrendnm  ditto  !  Could  a  man  fee  his  be¬ 
loved  child  in  the  devouring:  jaws  of  the 
favage  beaft,  and  not  attempt  his  refeue  ? 
Or  could  be  behold  him  rolling  on  his  bed 
with  agonizing  torture,  his  faulting  tongue 

C  im- 
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imploring  the  father’s  help  ?  and  could  he 
ftand  unmoved  ?  impofiible  !  Rather  would 
he,  like  one  whofe  heart  is  ready  to  die 
within  him,  feek  the  heft  aftiftance :  But 
would  he  evidence  his  love,  by  applying  to 
one  of  thofe  whom  I  have  juft  defcribed  ? 
Suiely  no  !  Thefe,  it  is  true,  would  be  ve¬ 
ry  likely  to  rid  his  child  of  its  mifery,  by 
fpeedily  fending  him  into  eternity.  Here 
lies  the  danger,  his  not  being  a  fufficient 
judge  of  phyfical  qualifications,  (as  we  may 
fuppofe  that  very  lew  are,  except  of  the  fa¬ 
culty —  nor—)  or  his  looking  to  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  more  than  to  realities:  his 
child  may  fall  a  vidtim  at  iaft  to  cne  of 
thefe  monfters. 

Deception  is  dangerous  to  the  communi¬ 
ty,  let  a  man  be  placed  in  any  ftation  what- 
foever  ;  but  it  is  no  where  fo  much  to  be 
dreaded  as  when  it  is  found  in  phyfic. 

Think  then  of  a  man  that  plumes  him- 
felf  in  difguife,  like  the  vain  Jack-daw,  that 
he  might  efcape  the  knowledge  of  his  old 
companions;  nor  at  the  fame  time  be  mif- 
taken  by  the  world  :  for  he  would  fain, 
forfooth,  be  looked  on  as  a  dodtor.  To  this 
piece  of  fallacy,  he  adds  a  jargon  of  ill- 
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placed  technicals;  and  having  his  diploma 
of  formalities  figned  at  Batfon’s  bar,  he,  back¬ 
ed  with  the  moft  confummate  impudence, 
fallies  forth,  like  a  wolf  in  fheep’s  cloathing, 
to  devour  the  unwary  public.  Dr.  La  Cour, 
whofe  humanity,  joined  to  his  ability,  juflly 
characterizes  him  a  great  phyfician,  expref- 
fed  his  deteftation  for  thefe  upftarts,  by  fay¬ 
ing,  they  were  let  loofe  to  deftroy  his  ma- 
jefiy’s  fubjects ;  and  that  it  was  high  time 
they  were  controuled  by  legiflative  au¬ 
thority.  The  ingenious  doCtor  particularly 
alluded  to  one  that  had  made  a  little  buftle 
and  bufinefs  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  long 
robe  ;  and  who  was  hurled,  like  a  fallen  an^ 
gel,  from  iuch  a  pinnacle  of  greatnefs,  tp 
a  gratis  advertifing — I  do  ?:ot  know  what  — 
a  compound  of  every  thing . — -This,  perhaps, 
might  be  deemed  too  fevere  a  cenfure>  when 
we  refleCt  how  eminently  great  his  abilities 
appeared  in- War wick-Lane  :  But,  like  the 
deceptive  ignis  fatuus ,  he  is  gone. 

This  kind  of  gentry  is  of  late  become  very 
numerous,  which  loudly  calls  for  the  inter- 
pofition  of  a  Britifh  ienate,  to  flop  their  fur¬ 
ther  progrefs.  One  of  thefe  I  have  been  cre¬ 
dibly  informed,  and  who  has  had  thoufands 

^  2  under 
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under  his  care,  is  fo  well  Jkilled  in  phyfic, 
efpecially  in  prognoses,  even  to  divination, 
that  when  bufinefs  is  a  little  flack,  he,  hav¬ 
ing  always  the  good  of  the  community  at 
heart,  is  diligently  engaged  at  home  in  wri¬ 
ting  prescriptions,  to  be  in  readinefs  againft 
a  future  call,  which  he  carries  in  his  pocket, 
Suiting  them  to  the  (late  of  the  patient,  as  he 
gathers  information  from  the  meffenger;  in- 
genioufly  carrying  on  the  farce,  by  requeu¬ 
ing  a  private  room  to  write  in — the  patient’s 
cafe  being  always  very  difficult.  He  fly  led 
hirnfelf  a  Phyfician — Wondrous  audacity  ! 

I  now  leave  this  clafs  of  worthies ,  to  in¬ 
quire  after  another,  who,  though  fimilar  to 
the  former  in  virtue,  are  very  different  in 
their  practice.  Thefe  are  they  who  being 
bleffed  with  fuch  prolific  abilities  remove  all 
difeafes,  by  fome  of  their  never- failings  — 
or  who  are  infpired  with  the  power  of  work¬ 
ing  miracles,  &c.— Noftrum-mongers,  who 
in  fed  this  kingdom  like  /Egyptian  locufis. 
No  wonder,  when  they  are  encouraged  and 
invited  from  all  parts  of  the  globe.  It  is 
novelty,  though  fome  were  pretty  well  fi¬ 
liated  with  it,  I  fhould  fuppofe  by  one,  who, 
}ike  thofe  vagrants,  having  filled  his  pockets, 

flunk 
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flunk  off,  fneering  at  Englifh  credulity.  But 

Qui  vult  decipi  deciptatur. 

Let  us  impartially  examine  whether  their 

medicines  can  anfwer  the  numerous  purpofes 
for  which  they  are  recommended  to  the  pu¬ 
blic,  and  how  agreeable  and  well  adapted 


they  are  to  Pathology  in  general. 

To  this  end  I  lay  down  one  invariable 
maxim.  Caufa  amota  tollitur  effetfus. .  Its 
oppoiite  is  implied  in  this;  and  I  fay  is  as 
evident,  and  as  true  as  the  other.  Difeafes, 

I  confefs,  may  often  be  palliated,  whilft  their 
caufes  are  exifting;  but  cannot  be  totally  re¬ 
moved.  Thus  the  pains  and  vomitings  that 
may  proceed  from  too  acrid  bile,  may  be  of¬ 
ten  lulled  by  opium  ;  but  breve  tempus  ejl : 
for  till  the  acrimony  is  either  deftroyed  by 
proper  alteratives,  or  evacuated  ;  the  caulc 

remains,  and  the  fymptoms  will  return  +. 

Thus 

t  Do  not  let  me  be  miftaken,  as  if  I  meant  that  the 
removal  of  the  caufe  of  a  difeafe  fcould  be  firft  attempt¬ 
ed  in  all  cafes,  to  the  neglea  of  the  fymptomatic  part . 
So  far  from  it,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  re<lulflt®  °  ‘ 
ten  to  pay  great  attention  to  the  latter,  to  effea  tta 
former.  As,  when  opium  is  ufed  in  the  above  caie, 
probably  that  purgatives  may  be  kept  on  the  ftomach, 
or  to  take  off  the  great  fpafmodic  conftnaion,  occaf.on- 
ed  by  the  ftimuiating  quality  of  the  bile  :  and  in  many 
other  cafes,  it  is  no  lefs  proper. 
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Thus  alfo  the  excruciating  pain  of  the  gout 
may  be  greatly  relieved  by  the  fame  medi¬ 
cine  ;  but  as  foon  as  it’s  virtue  is  over,  the 
pains  return  with  as  much,  if  not  with 
greater  violence  than  before.  Therefore, 
though  the  erfedls,  or  fymptoms  of  difeafes 
may  be  often  mitigated,  and  for  fome  time 
difappear;  yet  whiift  the  caufe  is,  the  dif- 
order  may  be  faid  to  be 

I  hope  no  one  will  cavil  about  procatarc- 
tic  and  abftrufe  caufes ;  for  in  this  we  fhall 
but  puzzle  ourfelves :  we  may  trace  our  in¬ 
quiries  from  the  one  to  the  other,  till  at  laft 
we  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  Deity,  the 
Great  Firft  Caufe :  for  as  all  fecondary 
caufes  are  but  relative  to  others,  fo  do 
they  all  terminate  at  lall:  in  this  Grand 
Original,  the  Firft  Mover  of  all  things. 

It  is  enough  for  us  to  know  the  efficient 
caufes  of  difeafes,  without  which  we  only 
with  perplexing  uncertainties.  The 
greateft  impediment,  in  my  opinion,  that 
is  met  with  in  fearching  after  the  caufes  of 
'  difeafes,  is,  that  variety  of  fymptoms  which 
may  proceed  from  the  fame  caufe  ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  that  very  great  fimilarity  of 
fymptoms,  that  may  fpring  from  caufes  very 

differ- 
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different.  How  numerous  are  the  difeafes 
that  may  follow  an  obftruded  perfpiration  9 
and,  though  often  differently  named,  from 
the  different  parts  affeded  ;  yet  originate 
from  the  fame  caufe  ?  Should  any  here  fay, 
that  the  great  number  of  difeafes,  which 
may  arife  from  the  fame  caufe,  is  much  in 
favor  of  empirical  noftrums,  as  it  may  be 
fuppofed  in  the  cafe  of  an  obflruded  perfpi¬ 
ration,  there  may  be  one  remedy,  which  will 
reftore  that,  which  being  the  caufe  of  thofe 
complaints,  theie  muft  ceafe  of  courfe.  Or 
why  is  it  improbable,  that  the  different 
kinds  of  fever?,  or  coughs,  rheumatifms, 
with  various  dilorders  in  the  ffomach,  or 
bowels,  which  may  arife  from  the  fame 
caufe,  might  not  be  removed  by  one  and 
the  fame  medicine  ?  I  anfwer, 

Firft,  and  appeal  to  experience  whether 
fevers,  fuppofe  one  to  be  of  the  inflam¬ 
matory  kind,  attended  with  a  full  and 
quick  pulfe  5  the  other  of  a  putrid  nature, 
with  dejedion  of  fpirits,  and  a  languid  pulfe, 
mi^ht  not  arife  from  the  fame  caufe,  name- 
ly,  an  obftruded  perfpiration,  and  require, 
for  their  removal,  it’s  reftoration.  To  ob¬ 
tain  gentle  breathing  fvveats  are  proper  for 

both : 
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both  :  But  by  the  fame  means  ?  Surely  no. 
Would  not  the  thin  attenuating  medicines, 
W ith  a  cooling  regimen,  be  the  moft  likely 
to  fucceed  in  the  firft  cafe,  as  they  would 
be  as  detrimental  in  the  laft  ?  And  would 
not  an  endeavor  to  produce  fweats  by  car¬ 
diac  medicines,  and  warm  antifeptics  be  as 
repugnant  in  the  former,  as  they  bid  the 
moft  fair  for  being  ferviceable,  and  anfwer 
that  intention,  in  the  latter  ?  Do  not  alfo 
coughs,  and  rheumatifms,  often  require  a  ve¬ 
ry  different  treatment,  though  their  caufes 
may  be  the  fame?  Some  will  bear  bleeding,  o- 
thers  not.  Long  continued  fweating  may  be 
of  ufe  to  the  one,  quite  the  reveife  to  theo- 
ther.  The  brawny  porter,  and  the  delicate 
lady  may  have  the  fame  difeafe  ;  but  the  me¬ 
dicines  mu  ft  be  adapted  according  to  their 
conftitutions.  To  fay  any  thing  further  on 
this  particular,  would  be  altogether  unnecef- 
farv.  Proceed  I  therefore  to  obferve 

Secondly,  That  the  very  fame  medicines 
producing  fuch  different  effe&s  in  different 
bodies,  muft  ftrcngly  cppofe  the  ufe  of  thefe 
boafted  infallibles ,  whether  they  refpedt  qua¬ 
lity  or  quantity.  For  inftance,  who  has  not 
known,  (that  ‘are  converfant  with  phyfic,) 

the 
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the  advantage  that  has  attended  the  ufe  of 
the  emetic  tartar  in  fevers,  when  fweating 
could  not  be  procured  without  it  ?  and  who 
has  not  alfo  known  what  pernicious  confe- 

A 

quences  have  enfued  from  it  to  another  per- 
fon  in  the  fame  kind  of  fever,  when,  inftead 
of  breathing  fweats,  violent  purgings,  or  vo¬ 
mitings  have  led  the  way  to  a  fatal  prog- 
noftic.  Ward’s  pills  have  been  taken  by 
fome  without  any  vifibie  effeft,  in  others 
it  has  but  gently  operated,  and  in  fome 
fo  violently,  as  nearly  to  nave  deftroyed  the 
patients.  The  fame  has  often  happened 
with  James’s  powder.  Thus  alfo  vinegar, 
has  proved  very  beneficial  to  fome  in  pu¬ 
trid  fevers,  as  well  from  its  fudoriSc  quali¬ 
ty,  as  its  amifeptic :  in  other  putrid  fevers 
it  has  afted  as  a  purgative,  flopped  fweating, 
eruptions  have  vanished,  and  death  has  fol¬ 
lowed.  . 

We  fhould  alfo  aft  with  great  caution  re- 
fpefting  the  quantity  of  a  medicine.  Ten 


grains  of  calomel  will  falivate  fome,  whilft 
others  may  eafiiy  bear  fifty.  Three  grains 
of  rhubarb  I  have  known  aft  with  as  much 
violence  in  one,  as  forty  grains  would  in 
another.  Ten  drops  of  laudanum  is  a  del 
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for  fome;  others,  though  unufed  to  it,  can 
bear  twenty.  Many  more  indances  of  this 
nature  might  be  brought,  but  thefe,  I  think, 
are  fufficient  for  the  purpofe. 

If  then  from  the  lame  caufes  fuch  op- 
polite  medicines  J  are  often  required  5  and 
even  when  the  fame  kind  feem  requifite, 
they  may,  and  often  do,  produce  fuch  con¬ 
trary  effe&s,  together  with  the  different 
quantities  proper  for  different  conditutions, 
what  then  can  be  urged  for  the  fupport  of 
anv  one  medicine  whatever,  however  admi- 

j  J 

rable  the  compofition. 

But  if  this  militates  againd  Empiricifm, 
how  much  dnonger  mud  the  oppofition  be, 
when  we  have  to  do  with  difeafes,  whofe 

fymp- 

X  But  do  not  fimilar  caufes  produce  fimilar  effects  ? 
How  then  do  they  requite  different  medicines  ?  Anfwer, 
If  difeafes  arofe  from  caufes,  abfolutely  fimple,  their 
effects  would  be  fo  too,  and  confequently  one  invaria¬ 
ble  rule  might  be  found  for  their  removal.  But  as  they 
are  ail  more  or  lefs  complicated,  by  a  parity  of  rea- 
fon  their  treatment  muff  be  as  different.  To  under- 
ffand  this,  we  muff  take  the  different  ffate  of  our  folids 
and  fluids  into  confideration  ;  how  they  act,  Gr  are  added 
upon  by  the  retention  of  any  morbid  humor,  or  by  the 
excretion  of  an  healthy  one.  But  this  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with,  as  being  ufelefs  to  my  prefer, t  dtfign. 
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fymptoms  may  be  very  funilar,  and  their 
caufes  as  widely  different  ? 

The  bowels,  for  indance,  may  be  a ffe di¬ 
ed  with  frequent  griping  pains,  attended 
with  thin  loofe  dools  ;  this  may  be  the  cafe 
in  three  or  four  perfons,  and  yet  proceed  in 
all  from  caules  very  remote  to  each  other, 
confequentiy  they  require  different  methods 

for  their  cure.  One  may  arife  from  too 

* 

great  acrimony  of  the  bile  ;  another  from 
acidity ;  a  third  from  a  caufe  much  neglect¬ 
ed,  the  afcent  of  obdruded  perfpiration 
from  the  feet  \  the  fourth,  probably,  from 
the  great  irritability  and  lax  condition  of 
the  bowels  themfelves.  Under  all  thefe 
circumdances,  the  fymptoms  may  be  very 
analogous,  though  fo  contrary  in  their  caufes. 
And  as  contrary  as  their  caufes  are,  equal 
diverfity  of  medicines  is  required  for  their 
removal.  Hence  we  may  learn  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  reljing  on  fymptoms,  as  a  certain 
index  to  the  caufe.  Hence  alio  we  may 
fee  how  abfurd  that  perfon  ads,  who  affures 
himfelf  of  fuccefs  in  any  difeafe,  merely 
hecaufe  he  has  been  fuccefsful  in  thofe  at¬ 
tended  with  dmilar  fymptoms :  and  from 
hence  the  folly  of  nodrum-pretenders,  and 

D  2  of 
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of  their  miferable  patients  *.  What  has 
been  faid  with  refpedt  to  the  bowels,  might 

lead 

*  How  then,  may  it  be  faid,  is  a  per  Ton  to  find  out 
the  caufe  of  a  difeafe,  if  the  fymptoms  do  not  (hew  it  ? 
Though  I  think  I  have  pretty  clearly  proved  that  they 
do  not,  I  anfwer,  further,  That  notwiihdanding  fymp¬ 
toms  are  always  the  confcquences  of  "caufes,  and  the 
ilgns  of  difeafes  prefent,  yet  are  they  far  from  difcover- 
ing  the  caufes  themlelves.  Pain,  third,  heat,  deli¬ 
rium,  &c.  are  doubtlefs  fymptoms  of  a  fever  in  gene¬ 
ral  j  but  it  may  be  inflammatory,  nervous,  or  putrid, 
and  requires  other  knowledge  for  its  proper  didimdion. 
'The  term  (ymptom,  in  its  dried  fente,  implies  to  hefal, 
happen,  or  occur,  from  I vpl'up*  ab  SvfwnwV*  i.ncido,  in- 
eurro,  conti ngo,  not  alluding  to  any  particular  caufe, 
but  from  fome  cgufe,  as  is  evident  in  the  above  cafe. 

To  know,  therefore,  the  caufe  of  difeafes,  mud  be 
learnt  from  phyfiology.  Thus  if  the  patient,  with  this 
bowel  complaint,  informs  his  Phyfician,  or  Apothecary 
that  his  feet  are  unufually  cold,  that  will  be  fufficient 
for  one  that  is  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  this  acrid 
perfpirable  humor,  and  the  reafon  of  its  afeent,  to  com¬ 
pare  it  with  the  fymptoms,  and  by  this  means  invedi- 
ga.te  the  caufe  :  wlnld  another,  ignorant  in  this  re* 
ipecf,  would  not  be  able  to  reconcile  the  caufe  to  the 
fymptoms,  and  might  likely  pay  little  regard  to  it;  but 
treating  the  diforder  differently,  cannot  cure  but  by  ac¬ 
cident.  The  fame  may  be  obferved  in  other  difeafes  : 
befides,  a  perfon  acquainted  with  the  conftitution  of 
the  human  body,  and  its  different  operations,  &c.  will 
naturally  refledt  on  thofe  actions  and  caufes  that  may 
produce  fuch  and  fuch  fymptoms,  though  fometimes 

•  f  they 
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lead  us  to  make  the  like  obfervations  on  o~ 
ther  parts.  What  refemblance  does  the  pain 
of  the  head  bear  in  many  perfons,  fpring- 
ing  from  very  opposite  caufes.  The  lame 
fymptoms  in  chronical  difeafes  alfo,  may 
widely  differ  as  to  their  caufes.  The  bark 
may  cure  blotches  and  fcabs  in  fome  weak 
and  nervous  conftitutions,  which  in  the  ro~ 
buft,  with  fimilar  fymptoms,  may  require 
mercury.  But  mercurials,  or  antimonials 
are  the  general  alteratives  of  quacks,  which 
though  ferviceable  to  fome  particular  habits, 
yet  have  often  proved  little  lefs  than  poifon 
to  others.  I  knew  an  inftance  of  this  fort 
in  a  lady  of  a  weak  conftitution,  who  hav¬ 
ing  fome  eruptive  diforder,  attended  with 
itchings,  flew  to  the  infallible  advertifer; 
the  confequence  of  which  was,  her  nerves 
were  rendered  fo  very  irritable,  by  her  folids 
being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  mercury,  as  has 
paufed  her  to  drag  along  a  miferable  life. 

But 

„  »  .  .  .  *  •  ■ 

they  may  be  too  deep  and  unintelligible.  Symptoms 
without  doubt  may  be  fo  remarkable  in  fome  cafes,  as 
none  fcarcely  can  miftake  the  caufe :  but  the  greateft 
certainty  muft  be  to  that  perfon,  who  has  the  moft  ac¬ 
curate  infight  into  the  minute  operations  oi  this  won¬ 
derful  machine. 
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But  mercury  is  in  no  cafe  fo  much  ufed 
by  thefe  gentry  as  in  the  venereal  diforder, 
which  is  feldom  or  ever  required  in  a  fim- 
pie  clap  J  or  gonorrhoea  ;  and  I  would  prefer 
the  ill  effects  of  the  difeafe,  to  the  large 
quantity  of  mercury  given  by  thofe  impof- 
tors.  But  they,  as  if  they  prefumed  to 
punifh  the  crime,  often  deftroy  the  mod 
healthy  by  fuch  very  injurious  treatment. 

The  ufe  of  mercury  for  a  fmall  length  of 
time,  will  often  induce  fymptoms,  refem- 
bling  venereal  ones  3  fuch  as  wandering 
pains,  efpecially  nodturnal  ones  5  the  fhin 
bone  too  being  often  affedfed  ;  very  difa- 
greeable  itchings  ;  with  many  other  fymp- 
toms  that  attend  this  difeafe.  Thefe  are  of¬ 
ten  but  the  effedls  of  the  great  quantity  of 
mercury  nay,  I  will  be  bold  to  fa y,  they 
are  always  fo  when  taken  in  that  Ample 
date  that  I  have  juft  now  mentioned  j  and 
for  this  reafon  :  the  clap  is  a  local  diforder, 
and  never  can  infedt  the  whole  mafs  of 
fluids,  as  the  pox,  nor  can  a  clap  be  con¬ 
verted 

X  The  delicate  reader  muft  not  be  offended  at  fuch 
plain  terms,  which  the  nature  of  my  fubje<ff  compels 
me  to,  for  the  fake  of  diftinguifhing  difeafes  fo  very 
oppofite  to  each  other. 
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verted  into  a  pox  *.  Thefe  diforders  may 
be  blended  with  each  other,  but  taken  in 
their  fimple  ftate,  they  are  as  different  as  the 
itch  and  the  meafles  J. 

Here  then  is  the  misfortuue ;  the  unhap¬ 
py  fufferer,  ftill  thinking  he  has  the  remains 
of  a  difeafe,  of  which  he  probably  never 
had  the  beginning,  doubles  his  mercurial 
doles,  and  at  the  fame  time  doubles  his 
complaint  j  till  at  lall,  nature  being  quite 
deftroyed  by  mercury,  he  dies,  not  of  a  real, 
but  of  an  imaginary  difeafe. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  I  leave  the  can¬ 
did  world  to  judge  of  the  great  utility  of 
empirical  medicines  !  How  well  they  are 

adapted 

*  A  very  ingenious  Phyfician  fays,  not  even  by  the 
mod  powerful  aftringents. 

J  That  thefe  difeales  are  in  their  nature  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  each  other,  is  evident,  I  think,  from  the  fim¬ 
ple  treatment  that  proves  fuccefsful  in  the  one,  though 
not  in  the  other.  It  is  well  known,  that  thoufands 
have  been  cured  of  the  clap  without  a  grain  of  mercu¬ 
ry  :  nay,  many  have  fuffered  the  difeafe  to  take  its 
courfe,  without  any  difadvantage.  But  where  there  is 
the  lead  fpeck  of  the  pox,  how  rapidly  does  it  often 
increafe.  Here  a  great  quantity  of  mercury  is  too  of¬ 
ten  required  for  its  extirpation.  Simple  medicines, 
however  fcrviceable  for  the  one,  will  but  little  avail  in 
the  other. 
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adapted'  to  the  removal  of  difeafes — But 
when  I  refled  on  thofe  illuftrious  men,  who 
by  their  real  abilities,  filled  even  Europe 
with  amazement  ;  when  I  fey,  I  refled  on 
the  accurate  Sydenham  following  nature 
ftep  by  ftep— -When  I  think  on  the  immor¬ 
tal  Boerhaave,  who  with  unwearied  affidui- 
ty,  traced  the  caufes  of  difeafes,  from  the 
fimple  fibre  to  thofe  that  were  the  mo  ft  com¬ 
plex : — Or  recoiled  the  ingenious  Huxham 
nicely  examining  the  atmofphere  for  caufes, 
joined  to  the  great  number  that  are  in  the 
prefent  day  fo  eminent  in  their  profcffion  ; 
Is  it  poflible  that  fuch  important  difcoveries 
as  are  pretended  to  by  emperics  fhould  e- 
fcape  the  knowledge  of  men  whofe  abilities 
in  phyfic  were  as  much  fuperior  to  thofe 
deceivers,  as  the  philofophy  of  the  Indian 
(who  fuppofed  that  the  earth  flood  on  giants 
fhoulders)  was  exceeded  by  that  of  the  in¬ 
comparable  Newton. 

Some,  it  is  true,  bear  an  approbrious  name, 
merely  from  their  ndveriifmg  what  has 
been  of  ufe  to  the  public,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
the  ingenious  Dr.  James,  who  may  be  ftyled 
what  the  world  thinks  proper  ;  but  none  ever 
difputed  his  abilities,  but  thofe  who  were  de¬ 
ficient 
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ficicnt  themfelves  snd  though  z  miin  may 
doubtleis  fleer  lafe  having  fuch  a  Pilot, 
numbers  have  been  dallied  to  pieces  again  d 
a  Rock.  Numbers  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  a  defperate  pirate,  who  having  hoided  his 
bloody  flag,  is  determined  with  unremitting 
refolution  to  give  no  quarter. 

How  numerous  alio  are  thofe  daring  Iti¬ 
nerants,  who  impofe  on  a  gaping  croud, 
laugh  them,  at  the  fame  time,  out  of  their 
money  and  reafon  by  their  Italian  buffoon- 
ries.§  If  fuch  as  thefe  are  not  injurious  to 
the  community,  by  tricking  of  the  ignorant 
poor,  I  confefs  I  do  not  know  who  are. 

But  do  not  the  great  number  of  affida¬ 
vits  give  fufficient  teflimony  of  the  utility, 
and  fuccefs  of  their  medicines  ? 

Anfwer,  Douhtlcfs  lonie,  even  of  the  mod 
abandoned  of  mankind,  are  too  honed  to  be 

^  hired 


*  Though  it  mud  be  confefTed  that  his  powder  has 
been  of  great  utility,  yet  it  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
.that  it  fhould  be  ufed  by  any  not  converfant  in  medi¬ 
cine  ;  as,  by  an  improper  application,  it  has  often  proved 
very  detrimental. 

§  Thefe  apilh  dodors  are  faid  to  have  arifen  out  of 

Italy,  and  are  by  fome  called  Charletans,  from  Ctere- 

tum,  a  town  near  Spoletto  in  Italy.  See  Chambers’s 
Diet.  Charletan. 
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hired  for  perjury.  But  if  others  would  alfo 
fwear  who  have  tried  their  medicines  with¬ 
out  any  advantage,  and  compare  the  differ¬ 
ence  ;  from  what  I  have  faid,  I  imagine  it 
is  not  very  difficult  to  judge  on  which  fide 
the  fcale  would  preponderate.  Alas!  how 
can  this  be  expected,  fince  the  medicines 
themfelves  have  effectually  filenced  their 
lips  in  death. 

But  it  may  be  faid  what  have  Apothecaries 
to  do  with  this  clafs  of  people  ?  are  they 
not  a  diilindt  body  from  them  ?  To  which 
1  reply, 

That  though  they  are  fufficiently  diftinCt 
from  Phyficians  and  Apothecaries,  yet  they 
vainly  pretend  to  fuperfede  them  both.  But 
as  I  have  endeavored  to  (hew  in  fome  mea- 
lure  already,  and  fhali  more  fo  by  and  by, 
that  noneffiould  be  permitted  toprefcribe,  or 
compound, except  fuch  as  are  capable,  which 
is  all  I  contend  for ;  fo  it  is  equally  requifite 
that  their  abilities  for  that  purpofe,  (hould 
as  well  as  others  be  inquired  into ;  and  if 
found  to  be  fufficient,  they  have  a  right  to 
claim  that  privilege,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  e- 
moluments  of  their  medicines,  however  fe- 

cret 

» ; 
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cret  they  may  choofe  to  keep  them.  If 
Providence  has  bleft  them  with  a  fuperiori- 
ty  of  knowledge,  they  ought  indifputably 
to  reap  the  advantage ;  though  I  confefs  I 
cannot  reconcile  it  to  myfelf,  how  any  /in¬ 
gle  noftrum  Ihould  anfwer  fuch  a  variety  of 
intentions,  efpecially  in  fuch  oppofite  confti- 
tutions.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
fhould  appear  to  be  fo  far  unfit  for  interfe- 
.  ring  with  medicines,  whofe  operations  are 
but  little  inferior  to  miracles  ;  I  do  fay, 
it  is  inconfiftent  with  that  juftice  due  from 
every  man  to  his  fellow-creature,  that  they 
Ihould  be  tolerated — To  countenance  fuch 
as  thefe,  as  is  too  much  the  cafe,  is  conniving 
at  flagrant  iniquities,  or  winking  at  murder. 
But  how  are  the  Apothecaries  to  remedy  it  ? 
What  can  they  do  ?  I  anfwer,  by  feeking 
parliamentary  authority,  (which  I  (hall  con- 
fider  more  particularly  in  its  proper  place)  to 
enable  the  company  of  Apothecaries  to  fu  Da¬ 
mons  all  that  ftyle  themfelves  the  authors 
of  any  medicine  whatever,  to  be  properly 
examined,  touching  their  necefiary  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  that  purpofe,  In  q  a  fe  of'a  re  fil¬ 
ial  a  penalty  to  be  levied  by  law,  for  the  fir  ft 

E  2  :  offence 


/ 
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offence  of  one  hundred  pounds,  for  the  fe~, 
cond  double  and  l'o  on 

*  ;  w  '.  J  <  ;  I  j  t  +*  1 1  s .  (  i  a  ■>  *  >  •  v  i  o ..  *  i.  *  .*  -  *  *  •  *  -  * 

,  :  2:;  But 

■«  y  ,  f  f  f  jf  ^ 

*  Should  not  aperfon  (will  it  be  objected)  who  has 
found  out  a  medicine  for  fome  particular  complaint, 
be  allowed  to  reap  the  advantage  of  it,  though  utterly 
incapable  of  paffing  a  phyfical  examination  ?  To  which 
I  anfwer,  Thefe  accidental  difcoveries,  when  in  the 
hands  of  unfkilful  perfons,  are  much  more  likely  to  do 
harm  than  good  ;  confequently  ought  to  be  fupprefled. 
I  have  already  fhewn  that  difeafes,  however  fimilar  they 
might  be  i*n  appearance,  may  fpring  from  very  different 
and  oppofite  caufps,  of  which,  they,  not  being  proper 
judges,  are  JiabJe,  with  their  quackery,  to  do  great 
mifchief.  Their  panacea  might,  it  is  true,  have  proved 
fuccefsful,  when  it  happened  to  correfpond  whh  the” 
cauf'e  of  the  diieafe  j  but  as  this  is  very  hazardous,  an 
irreparable  injury  might  enfue. 

A  gentleman  went  late’y  fifty  miles  to  be  cured  of  a 
nervous  complaint,  to  a  noted  farmer.  The  farmer 
Was  a  bold  practitioner  ;  he  removed  him  from  his 
complaints  by  fending  him,  in  a  few  days,  into  another 
world.  Had  he. not  much  better  have,  put  him  to  the 
plow-tail  ?  I  think  thefe  fortunate  medicine-difcoverers 
lliould  be  contented  with  reputation,  and  not  aim  at 
emolument.  Or  if  it  fhould  be  thought  necdFurv* 
from  its  fuppofed  public  utility,  let  a  committee  of 
eminent  Phyficians  examine  into  the  nature  and  effica¬ 
cy  pf  tfie  medicine  ;  and  according  to  their  opinion, 
let  it  be  either  rejected,  or  purchafed,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  Mrs.  Stevens’s  lithontriptic  (which  was  pur- 
*  hafed  for  five  thoufand  pounds]  fpr  the  advantage  of  the 
community  in  general. 
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But  fliould  their  phyfical  capacity  be  ap¬ 
proved  of,  they  ought  to  pay,  for  their  per- 
mifiion  to  pradife,  the  fame  fum  as  thofs 
who  by  purchafe  become  members  of  the 
Apothecaries’  Company  :  For  as  they  have 
not  ferved  a  legal  apprenticefhip  to  the  bufi- 
nefs,  as  they  would  be  unfit,  fo  neither  Ought 
they  to  become  members,  or  partake  of  a- 
ny  emoluments  belonging  to  the  company. 

Thus  then  their  examination  would  be  a 
great  fan&ion  to  them,  and  would  be  inftru- 
mental  to  their  credit,  and  probably  to  their 
difpofal  of  a  larger  quantity  of  their  medi¬ 
cines. — But  methinks  I  hear  them  laugh  at 
my  mentioning  the  examination,  as  if  it 
required  fuch  ability  to  pafs  it.  If  they  have 
caufe  to  fneer  at  it  now,  it  is  my  defign  that 
neither  they,  nor  any  other  (hall  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  But  this  I  will  confider  in  its  place* 
J  now  come  to  take  notice  of  Apothecaries. 

Exclufive  of  education,  there  is  no  bufi- 
nefs  fiercely,  that  requires  fo  little  money, 
ag  that  of  an  Apothecary.  This  is  known 
to  all,  and  this  is  the  caufe  of  fuch  a 
number  of  muffirooms  in  that  profeffion  j 
it  is  no  difficult  matter  for  a  druggift’s  por¬ 
ter  to  procure  both  credit  for  a  few  medi¬ 
cines. 
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ciries  and  a  fufficient  afforrment  of  galli¬ 
pots,  and  bottles,  and  thus  turn  Apothecary. 
The  boy  that  has  fwept  an  Apothecary’s  fhop 
for  two  or  three  years,  will  not  be  fo  defti- 
tute  of  friends,  as  not  to  fix  him  in  the  gen¬ 
teel  occupation  of  an  Apothecary. 

“  There  are  no  lefs  computed  to  be  in 

London  than  two  thoufand  as  the  ingeni- 
c<  ous  Chambers  informs  us:}:,  and  in  Copen- 
ce  hagen  the  fame  author  tells  us  there  are  but 
<c  two,  and  one  in  every  other  confiderable 
u  town,  of  which  very  fmall  number  Barth^ 
“  lin  complains.”  Is  it  not  jlrange  when  we 
reflect  how  numerous  they  are  in  this  me¬ 
tropolis,  that  the  bills  of  mortality  fhould  be 
fo  great?  As  it  muft  be  granted  that  fuch 
perfons  as  I  have  juft  now  mentioned,  muft 
be  very  improper  to  adt  as  Apothecaries;  fo 
alfo  are  many  that  have  gone  through  what 
is  commonly  called  a  regular  education. 
They  perhaps  have  ferved  their  apprentice- 
Ihip  to  the  bufinefs :  But  how  ?  Why  pro¬ 
bably  the  greateft  part  of  it  in  idlenefs. 
They  have  made  a  fhift  for  the  fake  of  pleafi* 
ing  their  matters,  to  learn  the  method  of 
compounding  a  few  medicines ;  but  with 

refpedt 


t  See  Apothecary,  in  his  Dich 
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refped  to  their  ufe,  are  often  as  ignorant  as  if 
they  had  ferved  their  timr  to  a  barber.  To 
complete  this  phyfical  knowledge,  they  attend 
hofpitals,  ledures  and  the  like ;  but  too  often 
they  pay  a  much  greater  attention  to  the  a- 
mufements  of  the  weflern  part  of  the  town, 
and  join  the  unthinking  world  in  diffi— 
pation,  totally  incapacitating  themfelves 
for  ftudy.  However,  there  are  without 
doubt,  many,  though  they  have  not  been 
favored  with  fuch  opportunities,  which  o- 
thers  have  fooliihly  difregarded,  yet  by  their 
great  afiiduity,  have  rendered  themfelves  ve¬ 
ry  capable  for  pradice.— The  country  curate 
may  be  as  great  a  proficient  in  divinity,  as 
the  man  that  preaches  in  lawn  fleeves.  He 
only  deferves  the  charader  of  a  man  of  judg¬ 
ment  who  refpeds  ability,  excluftve  of  ap¬ 
pearance. 

To  have  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  difeafes, 
muft  coft  no  little  time,  or  labor.  It  is  eafy 
for  the  Apothecary  to  deceive  his  patient, 
by  a  well  forced  gravity  %  paafes>  and  nods9 
relating  fimilar  cafes,  with  his  happy  fuc- 
cefs  in  them,  which  being  interfperfed 
with  fome  terms  of  art,  pafs  oft  the  delufioa 
very  well.  Juft  fo  is  the  cafe  when  occa- 

fion 
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fion  requires  a  different  mode  of  addrefs ; 
fuch  as  pleafing  his  patient  with  little,  chil- 
difh,  prittle-prattle  5  till  having  filled  up  his 
order,  he  retires  with  as  much  knowledge 
of  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  as  a  Hottentot  has 
of  Chriftianity.  As  affability  is  oppofite  to 
cynical  morofenefs,  fo  neither  has  it  any 
connexion  with  boyifh  infignificant  chit-* 
chat.  This  however  ferves  the  turn . 

But  without  defcending  to  more  parti¬ 
culars,  I  (hall  obferve  in  general,  that  there 
are  many  that  have  crept  into  the  profeffi* 
on,  without  the  lead  right,  or  title  to  it. 
Men  whofe  principles  are  on  a  par  with 
their  abilities  $  who  have  undertaken  what 
they  mud  know  themfelves  unequal  to  per¬ 
form. - The  deferved  obje&s  of  cenfure 

and  ridicule.  Mud  it  not  then  be  apparent  to 
every  man,  though  of  little  difcernment,  the 
neceffity  that  there  is  for  the  better  regula¬ 
tion  of  Apothecaries,  and  others  pradtifing 
phyfic  ?  It  is  a  maxim  in  common,  that  e- 
.very  man  ought  to  know  his  bufinefs  3  but 
to  pretend  to  what  is  beyond  his  ability,  is  to 
make  himfelf  contemptible  to  the  world, 
and  deviating  from  a  rule,  which  fhould  be 
by  all  regarded,  ne  Jut  or  ultra  crept  dam  :  If 

this 
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this  I  fay  is  requifite  to  be  attended  to,  by 
all  men  of  whatever  profeflion,  how  much 
more  fo  by  thofe,  who  are  entrufled  with 
life,  and  by  whofe  ignorance  and  prefump- 

tion  thoufands  are  loft. 

Surely  thofe  men  never  once  refieded  on 
the  neceffity  of  examining  themfelves  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  capable  of  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking  ;  and  confequently  {C  an  action  clone 
“  without  it,  is  criminal  raflinefs,  even 
though  in  itfelf  it  fhould  be  a  good  adion. 
«  The  adion  is  right  but  not  being  done 
“  with  knowledge,  is  not  done  rightly. 
“  ]\fe  incognita  pro  cognitis  babe  amts  $  . 
He  then  that  takes  a  pcrfonV  life  under 
his  care,  without  confidermg  whether  he  is 
capable  or  not,  is  certainly  in  great  danger 
of  breaking  the  fixth  commandment. 

As  Apothecaries,  then,  have  by  much 
the  greater  fhare  of  pradice,  it  is  a  de¬ 
mand  to  iuftice,  and  a  right  that  is  due  to 
the  public,  that  none  pradife  without  abi¬ 
lity.* 

If  then  there  is  a  neceffity  for  Apotheca¬ 
ries,  and  others  to  be  under  (ome  regulation, 

what  I  have  faid,  I  hope,  will  be  deemed 

p  fuf- 

\  i 

±  See  Grove’s  Moral  Philofophy,  Page  251,  Vol.  I. 
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iufficient  for  an  application  to  parliament, 
without  which  it  cannot  be  effe&ed.  There 
are  none,  I  truft,  who  weigh  the  matter,  that 
can  have  any  objection  :  a  requeft  necefia- 
ry  to  be  attended  to,  as  it  is  oppreffive  to 
none,  but  to  thofe  who  ought  not  to  be  coun¬ 
tenanced,  or  tolerated,  any  more  than  wolves 
fhould  be  permitted  to  deftroy  the  harmlefs 
flock.  Why  fhould  there  not  be  the  fame 
authority  for  the  company  of  Apothecaries, 
to  inquire  into  the  abilities  of  perlons  of  their 
profefiion,  as  well  as  Surgeons  ?  May  not 
the  ignorance  of  one,  be  equally  prejudicial  * 
as  that  of  the  other  ?  If  a  competent  fhare, 
of  knowledge  is  neceflary  in  the  one  cafe, 
why  not  in  the  other  ?  Befxdes,  if  an  attor¬ 
ney  cannot  legally  pradife,  unlefs  he  has 
given  proof  of  his  {kill  and  paffed  his  exa¬ 
mination  ;  Is  it  not  as  needful  for  an  Apo¬ 
thecary  ?  Or  is  the  conveyance  of  a  piece  of 
land  of  more  importance,  than  preferving 
the  health,  or  life  of  the  poffeffor  ?  Is  the 
blunderer  with  a  man's  property,  as  much 
to  be  dreaded,  as  the  blunderer  with  a  mans 

life  ?  None  need,  I  think,  hefitate  to  de¬ 
termine. 


But 
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But  It  may  be  objected,  that  Apothecaries 
ought  not  to  prefcribe  at  all ;  that  it  is  an  in¬ 
fringement  on  the  right  of  Phyficians.  Sup- 
pofe  it  may ;  but  will  the  objedlor  be  fo 
obliging  to  defire  the  Phyficians  to  lower 
their  fees,  that  people  even  in  middle  cir- 
cumftances,  efpecially  the  poor,  might 
have  the  benefit  of  their  advice,  and  atten¬ 
dance  :  that  they  might  be  able  to  have  a 
dofe  of  phyfic  for  a  (hilling,  inftead  of  a  gui¬ 
nea.  Phyficians,  I  imagine,  are  too  fond  of 
the  prefent  mode  to  feek  after  another. 

In  Holland,  where  the  Phyfician’s  fee  is 
thought  a  very  large  one,  if  it  amounts  to  an 
half-crown,  I  am  informed,  Apothecaries 
do  not  prefcribe;  would  it  not  bankrupt 
them  ail  here,  if  the  hi  me  method  was  fol¬ 
lowed  ?  or  were  Phyficians  in  general  to  fall 
into  the confcientious  method  of  the  prefent  ge¬ 
nerous  few,  who  regard  the  pocket  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  fo  much  as  to  lend  their  prefcriptions  to 
the  Druggift  ?  To  be  fure  thefe  charitable 
gentlemen  give  a  ftrong  evidence,  how  much 

they  have  the  intereft,  and  recovery  of  their 
patients  at  heart,  when  we  rcfledt,  that  it  is 
not  only  from  cheapnefs,  but  the  fuperior 
quality  of  medicines  in  a  Druggift’s  fhop, 

F  z  to 
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to  thofe  at  Apothecary’s  Hall,  that  deter¬ 
mines  this  preference. — Very  commendable  l 
But  fufFer  me  a  word  or  two  more,  whilft 
in  this  digreflion,  that  I  may  point  out  a 
remedy  for  this  evil,  fo  long  and  juftly  com¬ 
plained  of.  Yeti  cannot  hut  take  notice 
fir  ft,  of  the  gratitude  of  thefe  Phyficians. 
By  whom  are  they  generally  introduced  in¬ 
to  families  ? — Apothecaries.  Who  are  they 
that  can,  if  adluated  by  malevolence  often 
turn  them  out  again?  —  Apothecaries.  .Do 
Apothecaries  ever  advife  the  patient  to  with¬ 
draw  his  generous  hand  ?  They  do  not,  but 
when  they  obferve  too  gra/ping  and  mercena¬ 
ry  a  difpofition.  How  does  then  the  Phyfici- 
an  requite  them  ?  why,  by  often  advifing  his 
patient  to  fend  his  prefcription  to  a  Dru  ggift* 
What  ingratitude  !  But  whilft  they  are 
ftrangers  to  generofity,  it  is  no  more  than 
juftice,  if  Apothecaries  pay  them  in  their 
.own  coin  :  Lex  talioms  is  indifputable.  I 
would  therefore  advife,  that,,  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  company  of  Apothecaries, 
.they  unanimoufly  unite  in  this;  that  no  Apo¬ 
thecary  ever  recommends  a  Phylician,  that 
lends  his  prefcription  to  be  difpenfed  at 
a  Dfuggift’s.  xt  But,  fays  the  Phyfician,  what 

“  is 
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“  is  that  to  me?  I  need  not  their  recommen- 
“  dation  or  applaufe;  I  am  too  well  ground- 
ed.”  Was  he  always  fo  ?  Does  not  that 
Phyfician  remember  the  time,  when  he 
was  glad  to  (hake  hands  with  the  Apothe¬ 
cary  ?  When  he  would  deign  to  fcrape  in 
the  moft  homely  garret,  and  thank  the 
Apothecary  for  his  kind  benevolence?  Does 
he  forget  when  he  began  his  practice  how 
glad  he  was  to  be  in  friendfhip  with  the 
Apothecary  ?  If  he  does,  it  is  but  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  Ills  ingratitude  ?  But  how  prevalent 
with  the  world  ! — It  is, 

.  ‘ Tempora  mutantur ,  &  nos  mutamur 

in  illis 

This  method  of  the  Apothecaries,  if  in 
general  purfued,  I  dare  anfwer  would,  if 
not  for  the  prefent,  yet  in  future,  have  the 
defired  effect :  It  would  prevent  Phyfici- 
ans  in  the  early  days  of  pradice,  from 
treading  in  the  footdeps  of  their  laudable 
predeceffors;  and  Ifurther  imagine,  it  would 
have  no  little  tendency  to  curb  others.  But 
that  Apothecaries  might  effedually  fupprels 
fuch  an  incroachment  on  their  privileges,  l 

would 


[  38  ] 

would  alfo  propofe,  that  they  publicly  agree, 
not  to  purchase  any  drug  whatever  from 
thofe  who  difpenfe  the  prefcription  of  any 
PhySician.  Thefe  two  rules  Stridtly  obferv- 
ed,  would,  in  my  opinion,  anfwer  the  purpoSe 
as  much  as  if  they  were  prevented  by  an  adt 
of  Parliament,  which  probably  might  not 
fo  foon  be  obtained,  feeing  this  has  been 
ln  agitation  already.  But  I  leave  the 
moft  partial  to  judge,  whether  the  Druggift 
Should  ever  interfere  with  the  Apothecary 
in  this  refpedt,  fmce  the  difpeniation  of  me¬ 
dicines  naturally  belongs  to  the  latter,  from 
their  luperior  claim  to  pharmacy. 

I  now  return  to  confider  further  of  Apo¬ 
thecaries  applying  to  Parliament j  but  as 
the  neceSlity  of  a  regulation  mull  I  think  be 
admitted  by  all ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  accom¬ 
plished  without  a  power  authorized  by  Par¬ 
liament,  I  Shall  for  the  prefent  fay  no  more 
on  the  former,  but  proceed  to  point  out  what 
that  power  (hould  be,  that  Apothecaries 
ought  to  implore  from  the  legislature. 

Here  then  let  me  addrefs  myfelf  to  the 
MaSler,  Wardens  and  others,  who  Superin¬ 
tend  the  affairs  of  the  company ;  for  the  ob¬ 
taining 
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tabling  this  very  neceflary  purpofe )  and  I 
would  with  fubmiffion  to  them,  recommend, 

That  a  committee  be  chofen  to  confider 
of  the  mofl  proper  mode  of  application  to 
Parliament,  that  no  perfon  for  the  future  do 
fet  up  the  bufinefs  of  an  Apothecary,  or  in 
any  refpedt  adt  as  fuch,  by  attending  pati¬ 
ents,  and  prefcribing  for  them,  after  the 
manner  of  Apothecaries,  without  firft  having 
paffed  his  examination  at  the  hall  of  Apo¬ 
thecaries,  touching  his  qualifications  for 
fuch  an  employment :  and  that  they  further 
pray,  that  parliament  would  grant  the  com¬ 
pany  of  Apothecaries,  power  to  levy  the 
fum  of£  i  oo  -j-,  on  any  that  fhall  thus  adt  as 
Apothecaries,  not  having  a  certificate  figned 
by  the  Mafter,  and  Wardens  of  the  faid 
company,  fignifying  their  approbation  and 
confent.  That  thofe  who  are  deemed  fuf- 
ficient  to  adt  as  Apothecaries,  do  pay  the 
ufual  fum  for  the  benefit  of  the  company, 
that  has  hitherto  been  paid  by  thofe  who  ate 
its  prefent  members. 

As  I  am  not  for  confining  the  power  of  the 
adt  to  London,  but  to  extend  it  throughout 
the  kingdom^  fo  alfo  I  would  propofe  to  be 

included 


t  But  this  I  leave  to  the  Committee 
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included  in  it,  what  is  held  in  London  indti- 
penfibly  neceffary,  and  muft  be  as  requifite 
I  think  in  the  country,  Namely,  the  in¬ 
spection  of  Apothecaries  {hops,  to  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  quality  of  their  medicines. 
The  fame  reafon  holds  good  for  one  as  the 
other.  It  will  be  afked,  How  can  this  be 
done  without  a  great  expence  to  the  compa¬ 
ny  ?  I  anfwer,  without  a  farthing;  which  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  prove.  After  having  autho¬ 
rity  from  Parliament,  let  the  company  ap¬ 
point  fix  perfons,  whofe  knowledge  of  medi¬ 
cines  are  Sufficiently  tried  and  approved  of  for 
thepurpofe.  Thefe  fix  ought  to  be  Sworn,  that 
there  may  be  a  greater  bar  to  their  impofing 
on  the  company,  by  making  of  a  falfe  repre¬ 
sentation  on  their  return.  This  number  will, 
by  being  divided  into  three  parties,  be  able  to 
vifit  every  town  in  the  kingdom  eafily  in  the 
Space  of  a  year;  proper  allowance  being  given 
alfo  for  their  time  in  examining  the  medi¬ 
cines  ;  the  ftate  and  condition  of  which  they 
Should  report  to  a  committee  chofen  by  the 
company,  and  inverted  with  authority  to  re¬ 
primand  or  fine  (not  exceeding  five  pounds) 
thoSe  whom  they  fliould  deem  culpable.  As 
to  the  expence  of  thefe  examinants  let  the 

•fame 
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‘  t 

fame  fum  be  paid  by  thefe  ‘Apothecaries 
in  the  country,  as  is  ufual  by  thofe,  whole 
(hops  are  infpected  in  London.  Surely  ii  one 
does,  the  other  has  no  caule  to  complain.  If 
then  thefe  examinants  were  to  receive  fix 
findings  from  every  (hop,  they  would  have  a 
very  genteel  allowance.  Suppofe  for  inftance, 
they  only  vilited  two  places  in  a  dsy,  and  in 
each  of  thefe,  upon  a  medium,  there  are 
three  Apothecaries ;  they  would  receive 
thirty 'fix  (hillings,  which  for  each  would 
produce  upwards  of  £  280  a  year.  This 
it  mud  be  granted,  is  no  delpicable  in¬ 
come  :  but  as  they  would  be  able,  on  an 
average,  to  vifit  more  than  fix  (hops  in  a 
day,  their  lalary  would  be  much  more  con- 
fiderable.' —  If  the  company  fhould  think  this 
allowance  too  great,  let  them  fix  a  proper 
fidary,  and  appropriate  the  collections  for 
the  ufe  of  the  company. 

It  will  be  aficed  whether  thefe  deputies 
fhould  be  authorifed  to  examine  all  fuch 
(hops,  or  only  thofe  belonging  to  perfons 
free  of  the  company. — Certainly  all;  for 
at  prefent  there  are  but  about  fifty  in  the 
country  that  are  free.  Befides,  if  the  adl  was 
to  take  place,  though  it  would  not  compel 

G  thofe 
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thofc  who  tare  now  in  bufinefs  to  be  made 
fiee,  but,  only  to  reftrain  any  for  the  future 
to  ail  without  that  toleration ;  yet  the  Ad: 
fhould  be  fo  far  compulfive,  as  that  all  Apo- 
thecarie’s  fhops  fhould  be  liable  to  be  exa¬ 
mined,  as  it  would  be  of  great  utility  to 
mankind  in  general.  Thus  far  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  public  will  coincide  with  me 
on  the  above  matter;  and  I  am  equally  affur- 
ed  that  no  honeft  Apothecary  will  difapprove 
of  it ;  but  I  will  with  pleafure  relinquish 
this  method  for  one  that  is  more  eligible. 

Previous  to  my  faying  any  thing  of  the  e- 
moluments  that  may  arife  to  the  company 
by  this  regulation ;  it  will  not  be  amils  to 
mention,  what  I  have  before  hinted  at,  re- 
fpeding  the  examination  of  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries  ;  and  though  I  cannot  entirely  approve 
of  the  prefent  mode,  yet  being  diverted  of 
any  perfonal  refledion,  and  as  I,  with  the 
mod  diiinterefted  candor,  and  impartiality, 
give  my  opinion  ;  fo  I  hope  none  will  con¬ 
demn,  till  they  have  weighed  the  following 
method  with  the  fame  unprejudiced  delibe¬ 
ration. 

The  foregoing  pages  are,  I  truft,  fufiicient 
evidences,  of  my  intention  in  offering  this 

little 
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little  tradt  to  the  world  ;  for,  as  I  with  con¬ 
cern  beheld  men,  impofing  on  the  public, 
by  pradifing  of  Phyfic ;  fo  have  I  long- 
been  in  expectation  that  fome  more  able 
hand,  would  have  endeavored  their  fuppref- 
fion,  by  (hewing  them  in  their  real  colours : 
yet  however  long  this  has  been  palled  over, 
I  have  freely  given  my  fentiments  on  that 
matter  :  But  as  I  am  now  entering  on  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  Apothecaries,  which  in  my  opi¬ 
nion  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  for  their 
better  eftablifhment,  whatever  illiberal  in- 
vedives  I  may  incur,  by  deviating  from  the 
ufual  manner;  I  only  folicit,  that  they 
would  for  a  few  minutes  fufpend  their  cen- 
fure,  and  not  look  on  that  as  ufelefs  and  vain 
oftentation,  which  is  but  thrown  out  as  mat¬ 
ter  of  ingenuous  inquiry. 

It  is  needlefs  to  obferve  that,  without  a 
more  Arid  examination,  ability  will  have 
but  little  to  do  for  obtaining  the  company’s 
licence.  Very  few,  but  thofe  who  have  not 
ferved  a  lawful  apprenticefhip,  will  be  ob¬ 
jected  to,  fuch  will  of  confequence  :  yet  I 
hope  I  have  fomewhat  fatisfadorily  fhewn, 
that  very  many  have  got  their  indentures 

G  2  from 
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from  their  mailers,  who  have  no  title  to  cer¬ 
tificates  from  the  company. 

Without  a  proper  inquiry  into  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  Apothecaries,  the  public  could 
receive  no  advantage  from  an  ad:  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  they  would:  be  dill  as  liable  to  be 
impofed  on  as  ever.  Will  it  be  faid  that 
there  is  a  neceflity  for  examining  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  medicines,  without  regarding  the  abi¬ 
lity  of  thofe  that  prelcribe  them?  This  I 
think  favours  not  a  little  of  ablurdity.  It  is 
not  merely  the  having  of  good  medicines  in 
the  fhop  ;  the  Arcana ,  as  Huxham  fays,  is 
how  to  uie  them.  A  man  may  be  poffeffed 
of  many  valuable  tools,  but  he  at  the  fame 
time  an  ignorant  mechanic.  It  is  true  all 
thole  Apothecaries  that  belong  to  the  com¬ 
pany  are  examined ,  nay  and  jbme'what  claffi- 
cajly  too.  They  are  fo  far  deeply  interroga¬ 
ted,  as  to  their  knowledge,  that  they  muff 
be  able  to  diilinguifh  jalap  from  Bark, 
Bark  from  Rhubarb,  Rhubarb  from  Manna, 
or  from  Cantharides ;  this  Gum  from  that 
Gum,  &c.  &c. 

Surely,  a  porter  to  a  Druggifl  would  not 
have  the  prefumption  to  fay  he  knew  this 
alio  1  but  what  confummate  arrogance,  to 

declare 
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declare  that  he  knew  that  Jalap  purges  more 
violently  than  Rhubarb  ;  and  that  Canthari- 
des  would  raife  a  blifter  ;  that  Bark  was  a  fe¬ 
brifuge;  and  fo  on.  This  would  exceed  the 
queftions  afked  at  the  hall.  But  to  exa¬ 
mine  fuch  as  ferved  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  bufinefs  of  an  Apothecary,  with  quefti- 
ons  like  thefe,  would  be  frivolous,  and  no 
indication  of  any  phyfical  ability.  Granted, 
and  equally  fo  as  knowing  juft  the  names  of 
the  drugs  themfelves. 

Apothecaries,  if  only  confidered  as  the 
compounders  of  medicine,  would  require 
but  fuch  a  fuperficial  examination,  as  it 
would  be  very  immaterial  whether  they 
were  acquainted  with  difeafes,  fo  alfo  of  their 
remedies;  or  be  of  little  confequence  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  able  to  diftinguifh  the  Gout 
fiom  the  Itch,  or  the  Jaundice  from  an  A- 
gue.  But,  as  they  are  principally  employed 
in  prescribing,  and  as  by  much  the  great- 
eft  number  of  patients  (when  taken  univer- 
fally )  devolve  to  their  care  and  management, 
it  is  but  reafonable  that  their  abilities  Should 
be  adequate,  and  properly  ascertained  for  fuch 
a  purpofe. 
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,  \ 

As  I  cannot  then  but  oppofe  the  method 
now  followed  for  the  examination  of  Apo¬ 
thecaries,  fuffer  me  to  offer  one  fomewhat 
different,  and  which  of  the  two  ought  to 
be  adopted,  I  leave  the  impartial  to  deter¬ 
mine.  .  . 

\  *  1  1  ;  1  *  *  *  •  *  *  *  -  *  .  *4  *  -  -  *  /  I  -  I  »  i 

I  would,  firft,  recommend  a  fiddler  inqui¬ 
ry  into  their  claffical  endowments.  It  is  well 
known  that  many  of  the  bed:  authors  in  phy- 
fic  appear  in  the  Latin  language,  probably 
from  its  being  the  only  one  that  is  in  general 
ufe  with  the  learned  world,  and  confequently 
needs  not  fuch  a  variety  of  tranflations,  as 
books  that  are  written  in  the  particular  dia¬ 
led!  of  any  country  •  or,  becaufe  many  cafes 
and  diforders  fhould  not  be  open  to  vulgar 
infpedtion.  However  their  perufal  tends 
greatly  to  improvement  in  phyfic  ;  for  which 
Apothecaries  indifputably  ought  to  be  quali¬ 
fied.  Now,  is  juft  the  conflruing  a  common 
formula  out  of  the  difpenfatory,  which  any 
apprentice-boy  might  have  had  fuch  re¬ 
peated  occaiions  to  refer  to,  as  to  have  got 
it  by  rote,  a fufficient  proof  ofclaflical  ability? 
I  leave  you  to  judge.  Doubtlefs  a  perfon 
would  give  a  ftronger  evidence  of  his  qua¬ 
lification  in  this  refpedl,  were  he  to  tranflate 

what 
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what  he  had  not  been  quite  To  much  accuf- 
tomed  to,  and  which  in  my  opinion  (hould 
be  inflfted  on. 

Apothecaries  (hould  alfo  be  examined  on 
their  knowledge  of  difeafes,  their  caufes, 
their  curative  indications,  with  the  medi¬ 
cines  that  feem  mod  proper  for  them. 
This  (hould  be  done,  without  leaving  all 
to  hinge  on  the  bare  acquaintance  with  the 
names  of  drugs,  without  a  fyllable  on  their 
nature  and  virtue.  Thus  I  have  briefly  laid 
down  the  bed  plan  which  I  think  ought  to 
be  purfued  in  the  examination  of  Apotheca¬ 
ries,  waving  particular  interrogations  as 
needlefs  prolixity. 

I  am  aware  what  will  be  ftarted  againd  this 
alteration,  and  what  is  ridiculoufly  adhered 
to  by  mankind  in  general,  namely,  cudom. 
What  monkifh  fooleries,  and  grofs  abfur- 
dities  are  continued  in  being  merely  becaufe 
it  is  cuftomary  ;  and  often  nothing  elfe  can 
be  pleaded  for  their  fupport  but  time. 
Hew  idle  !  “To  refeue  ourfelves  from 
“  the  tyranny  of  cuftom,  fays  the  judicious 
<c  Grove  t  >  vve  mud  habituate  ourfelves 

“  more 

J  See  his  Treat ife  on  Moral  Philofophy  page  416. 
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tc  more  to  the  ufe  of  reafon.  A  cuftom  in 
c<  itfelf  abfurd  is  not  a  jot  the  more  venerable 
u  for  its  antiquity  or  univerlality.  Time,  or 
ce  numbers  have  no  fuch  power  over  notions 
cc  and  rites,  as  to  change  an  error  into  a 
<c  truth,  or  an  abfurdity  into  a  reafonable 
cc  practice.”  To  reafon  then  I  leave  it  5  to 
urge  any  thing  further  on  the  neceffity  of  a 
different  mode  of  examination  of  Apothe¬ 
caries,  as  well  as  their  regulation  in  general, 
would  be  to  impofe  on  the  patience  of  the 
reader. 

The  advantages  that  would  arife  to  Apo¬ 
thecaries  themfelves,  from  thefe  regulations, 
are  what  I  fhall  now  endeavor  to  point  out  ; 
but,  previous  to  thofe  of  a  pecuniary  nature, 
I  will  juft  touch  upon  what  is  held  dear  bv. 
all—  reputation,  or  laudable  ambition  ;  and, 
however  regardlefs  fome  men  may  appear  to 
be,  yet  the  mod  depraved  and  difiipated  part 
of  the  world  are  fond  of  efteem  :  though  I 

*  i) 

confefs  many  are  but  little  anxious  about 
the  proper  means  to  obtain  it.  The  love  of 
applaufe  is  inwrought  into  our  very  nature, 
and  dethrones  the  Stoic.  “  Glory,”  fays  the 
laft  quoted  author  “  (which  is  but  applaufe 
"  in  a  higher  degree)  from  Tacitus,  “  Etiam 

[api~ 
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“  fapientibin  cupido  Gloria  novjjima  exuitnr . 
“  The  defire  of  glory  is  the  haft  paflion  a 
“  wife  man  puts  off  ”  He  adds,  “  that 
tc  by  kindling  the  hope  of  an  honed  fame, 
c<  it  is  a  fpur  to  laudable  and  ufeful  enter- 

tc  •  » 

prizes. 

But  how  often  has  the  cenforious  world 
loaded  the  faired  reputation  with  difgrace. 
However  unfullied  in  reality  a  character 
might  be,  yet,  probably  from  accidentally 
falling  into  bad  company,  or  having  been  as 
unhappily  connected  with  a  knavifh  defin¬ 
ing  perfon,  he  often  falls  under  the  lame 
calumny,  and  is  branded  with  equal  re¬ 
proach.  To  this  detraction  are  Apotheca¬ 
ries  fubjedt,  and  from  the  fame  caufe  :  that 
peftiferous  herd  of  impoftors  brings  the 
whole  body  into  difrepute  ;  thus  they  are 
promifcuoufly  blended,  capacity  with  inca¬ 
pacity  ;  and  if  they  are  not  deemed  enemies 
to  mankind,  they  are  linked  together  as 
phyfical  cyphers. 

I  cannot  here  pafs  over  in  filence,  thofe 
unjuft  reflections,  which  are  often,  but\un- 

H  gene- 

X  Addifon  fays,  cc  The  paflion  for  praife  produces 
excellent  effects  in  women  of  fen fe.”( Sped.  No.  73.) 
May  not  men  be  joined  with  them  ? 
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generoufly  thrown  at  the  Phyfician,  as  well 
as  Apothecaries,  by  their  ungrateful  patients. 
Let  him,  with  the  utmoft  afliduity,  attend* 
Let  him  rack  his  brains  till  bordering  on 
diftradion.  Let  his  condud  be  the  moft 
ielf-difinterefted  ;  yet,  what  is  often  the  con- 
fequence,  if  he  does  not  prove  fuddenly 
fuccefbful,  he  is  loaded  with  the  moft 
invidious  fcandal,  ftyled  a  pick-pocket,  or 
a  butcher  ?  Perhaps  the  foie  caufe  of  this 
defamation,  is  owing  to  his  oppofing  fome 
of  Mrs.  Nurfe’s  infallible s ,  or  being  hut  a 
bad  fcholar  at  goffiping  and  coaxing,  flat¬ 
tery  or  deceit.  She  is  perpetually  buzzing 
the  patient’s  ears  with  the  infufficiency  of 
his  medicines,  his  want  of  care,  with  a  thou- 
fana  other  invedives,  which  her  wicked 
heart,  and  difquieted  brain  fuggeft  ;  whilft 
at  the  fame  time,  the  extols  Dr.  Such-a- 
one,  one,  no  doubt  but  ferves  her  turn,— 

hoW  many  dilorders  of  the  fame  kind  he 
* 

has  removed,  and  fo  on,  till  tne  patient  lis¬ 
tens  to  her  infinuations,  grows  equally  dif- 
pleafed,  fends  for  this  beloved  favorite,  who 
removes,  probably,  a  diforder  in  which  there 
was  no  dagger,  and  which  might  have  been 
much  fooner  effeded  by  the  other.  Thus 

the 
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the  one  is  highly  efleemed,  the  other,  for 
his  great  diligence,  is  held  in  difrepute ;  his 
character  baiely  treated  by  the  patient  and 
his  connections.  Nor  are  they  confined  to 
the  malice  of  nurfes  or  patients,  but  they 
are  often  kicked  about,  juft  as  an  envious 

•j 

world  pleafes,  without  the  leaf!  ground  or 
reafon  ;  not  confidering,  what  improper 
judges  old  women  are,  to  pafs  a  verdiCt 
on  phyfical  qualifications;  or  the  injury 
that  might  refult  from  wanton,  or  preci¬ 
pitate  cenfure.  Should  this  fall  into  the 
hands  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  fported  with 
men’s  reputation,  let  them  know,  they  have 
departed  from  the  great  rule  of  equity,  and 
broke  the  band  of  focial  happinefs. — Do  as 
you  would  be  done  unto  ;  and  let  them,  for 
the  future,  adopt  the  advice  of  a  celebrated 

poet. - To  blame  where  they  muft,  but, 

be  candid  where  they  can. 

But  to  return. 

That  Apothecaries  then  may  not  be 
looked  upon  with  fuch  contempt,  refpeft- 
ing  their  phyfical  endowments,  let  them- 
ielves  begin  the  cure  by  proper  alteratives. 
Separate  the  fheep  from  the  goats,  the  ho¬ 
ned  frcm  the  hypocrite.  The  body  is  di¬ 
ll  2  feafed, 
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feafed,  fo  verv  vitiated  its  component  parts, 
that  if  the  morbid  remain  with  the  healthy 
much  longer,  the  injury  will  be  irrepara¬ 
ble. — But  how  eafy  the  remedy,  if  none 
were  to  aCt  as  Apothecaries,  but  thofe  who 

*  4  »  y 

had  palled  a  proper  examination  ?  they  would 
then  appear  as  ornaments,  not  a  difgrace  to 
the  community. 

As  the  ftandard  of  Theological  reputa¬ 
tion  is  not  a  little  lowered,  by  the  intrufion 
of  the  illiterate  into  the  pulpit,  fo  is  that  of 
the  Apothecaries,  by  the  affurance  of  igno¬ 
rant  practitioners  :  the  firft  deceives  the 
mind,  the  lad  deitroys  the  body.  But, 
were  Apothecaries  ftriCtly  examined,  they 
would,  as  men  of  learning,  be  refpeCted. 

I  come  now  to  conlider,  how  far  intereft 
may  plead  for  this  regulation.  Intereft  !  — 
it  is  the  moft  prevalent  argument  with  man  \ 
as  attraction  is  the  moft  universal  agent  in 
the  natural  world,  fo  is  intereft  in  the  mo¬ 
ral. — But  to  explain  myfelf  ;  If  there  was 
this  regulation  of  Apothecaries,  all  whofe 
capacity  was  infufficient  would  be  excluded  ; 
this  would  greatly  reduce  their  number  3 
by  which  method,  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that 
they  who  were  authorized  topraClife,  would, 

in 
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in  proportion  to  this  decreafe,  receive  the 
advantage.  The  emoluments  that  the  one 
would  be  deprived  of,  would  as  juftly  be 
gained  by  the  other  ;  and  the  community  in 
general  be  not  a  little  benefited  :  but  whilft 
they  are  permitted  to  pradtife,  the  world  will 
be  liable  to  be  impofed  on  by  delqfions ; 
and  as  hawkers  and  pedlars  are  injurious  to 
the  honeft  tradefman,  fo  are  medical  itine¬ 
rants,  and  unqualified  Apothecaries,  to  the 
ingenious  phyfical  practitioner.  The  public 
is  only  tricked  by  the  one  out  of  their  mo¬ 
ney,  whilft  the  other  are  double  thieves,  by 
robbing  them  alfo  of  the  invaluable  treafure 
of  health.  Were  none,  I  fay,  fuffered  to 
pradtife,  but  thofe  who  have  ferved  a  legal 
apprentice/hip,  and  who  had  undergone  a 
proper  examination,  it  would,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  reduce  a  fourth  of  their  number ;  and 
yet  there  would,  I  believe,  be  no  complaint 
of  a  fcarcity. 

Befides,  thefe  phyfical  underminers  en¬ 
deavor  to  initiate  themfelves  into  pradtice, 
by  their  low  charges  forfooth  ;  and  though 
I  profefs  myfelf  an  enemy  to  all  impofition, 
yet  as  adiftindlion  ought  to  be  obferved  be¬ 
tween  the  illiterate,  and  the  fkilful,  fo  alfo 

a  dif- 
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a  different  value  put  on  their  labor,  and  judg¬ 
ment.  Thofe  mifcreants  introduced  a  cuf- 
tom,  to  compenfate  for  their  very  moderate 
and  confcieniibm  charges,  by  giving  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  medicine  than  is  necef- 
fary  ;  which  prevents  the  honed  profefibr 
from  charging  higher,  or  what  he  thinks 
confident  for  his  ability,  without  incurring 
the  odious  name  of  an  impodor :  fo  that, 
he  is,  as  it  were,  compelled  to  follow  their 
Example,  or  receive  very  little  for  his  know¬ 
ledge  and  trouble.  Thus  the  poor  fufferer 
is  gorged  by  an  hodge-podge,  nature  is  ob- 
ftruded  in  her  falutarv  offices  :  till  at  lad 

j  * 

ihe  finks,  drowned  with  phyfical  trumpery. 
But  as  I  fliall  fpeak  more  particularly  on 
this  matter,  when  I  come  to  propofe  a  dif¬ 
ferent  method  for  paying  of  Apothecaries, 
I  fhall  but  jud  obferve  here,  that  a  proper 
regulation  of  them,  would,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  abolifli  fuch  a  cudom,  fo  injurious  to 
the  patient,  and  attended  with  fuch  incon¬ 
veniences  to  the  Apothecary,  whofe  happi- 
nels  is,  to  do  good  to  his  fellow-creatures. 

Many  other  emoluments  would  refult  to 
thole  Apothecaries,  who  were  authorized  to 
pradife,  were  a  regulation  to  take  place  ; 

but 
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but  give  me  leave,  now,  briefly  to  point  out 
the  advantages  that  would  arife  from  it,  to 
the  Company  of  Apothecaries  in  general* 
Though  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to 
afcertain  the  juft  number  of  Apothecaries 
in  the  kingdom,  yet,  (allowance  being  made 
for  the  healthfulnefs  of  fmail  places)  we 
may  reafonably  fuppofe  them  to  be  propor- 
tionably  numerous  in  the  country  as  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Suppofe  then,  on  an  average,  they 
amount  to  ten  thoufand,  Wffiat  a  deftruc- 
tive  army,  were  they  all  alfembled  together ! 
Now  if  they  were  compelled,  by  an  Adi  of 
Parliament,  to  become  members  of  the 
company,  previous  to  their  fetting  up  in 
bufinefs,  paying  the  ufual  fum  on  their  be¬ 
ing  admitted,  fome  thoufands  a  year  would 
arife  for  the  benefit  of  the  company,  to  be 
appropriated  to  charities,  or  as  they  thought 
proper.  Thofe  who  are  not  yet  in  bufinefs, 
and  have  not  ferved  their  apprenticeffiip  to 
members  ot  the  company,  will  doubtlefs 
be  difpleafed,  by  fuch  a  compulfion,  as  they 
would  pay  a  much  larger  fum,  than  thofe, 
who  had  5  but  in  the  fpace  of  feven  or  eight 
years,  we  may  fuppofe,  few  would  have  rea- 

fon  to  complain  on  that  account,  as  thofe 

mafters. 
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fnafters,  who  belonged  to  the  company, 
would  be  the  mod  likely  to  have  appren¬ 
tices  *.  Do  the  Apothecaries  fay,  this 
would  injure  us,  to  be  thus  debarred,  be- 
caufe  we  are  not  free  of  the  company. 
Anfwer.  They  muft,  then,  become  mem¬ 
bers  ;  for  thofe  that  are,  fhould  be  intitled 
to  greater  privileges  than  others :  befides, 
private  advantage  fhould  always  give  place 
to  public  utility;  as  by  this  means  they  may 
be  induced  to  purchafe  their  principal  me¬ 
dicines  of  the  company,  which  I  am  fare 
would  be  of  much  greater  fervice  to  their 
patients,  than  thofe  they  now  commonly 
difpenfe.  The  money  paid  by  thofe,  who 
had  ferved  their  apprenticefhips  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  company,  (which  would  be  all 

in 

*  With  refpeft  to  Apprentices,  I  do  not  fee  that 
there  would  be  the  leaft  neceffity  for  their  being  bound 
at  Apothecary’s  Hall  ;  which  would  be  attended  with 
a  confiderable  expence  to  thofe  who  live  at  any  great 
diftance  from  London  ;  nor  is  their  claHical  examina¬ 
tion  at  this  time  of  much  importance ;  their  parents, 
knowing  the  ftridfer  inquiry  which  in  future  they  are  to 
undergo,  will  take  greater  care  of  their  education  than  at 
prefent.  The  fame  fum  that  is  received  at  the  hall  for 
an  Apprentice,  may  be  added  to  that,  when  they  be¬ 
come  members,  and  fo  both  paid  together. 


[  57  ] 

in  a  few  years)  would  be  fo  inconsiderable, 
as,  I  imagine,  none  could  find  fault  with  5 
and  yet,  from  the  number  of  Apothecaries, 
very  great  emoluments  would  arife  to  the 
company;  efpecially  if  we  include  EmpU‘ 
rics,  who,  doubtlefs,  will  endeavor  to  pafs 
tneir  examination,  for  the  fake  of  difpofing 
of  their  medicines. 

Another  advantage  to  the  company,  would 
be  their  great  increafe  of  trade.  Many  Apo¬ 
thecaries  in  the  country,  never  faw  any  me¬ 
dicines  that  were  prepared  at  the  hall ;  nor 
perhaps-  ever  heard  they  differed  in  quality 
from  others :  but,  if  they  were  to  become 
members  of  the  company,  they  would  cer¬ 
tainly  give  them  the  preference. 

I  leave  now  the  ingenious  reader  to  de¬ 
termine,  whether,  from  what  1  have  faid, 
fome  fuch  regulation  of  Apothecaries,  and 
others,  pradtifing  phyflc,  be  not  absolutely 
neceffary ;  and  whether  the  community 
would  not  be  benefited  by  fuch  an  altera¬ 
tion.  I  fhall  crave  his  patience  for  a  few 
minutes  longer,  to  fhew  him  how  requifite 
it  is,  that  a  different  mode  be  followed,  for 
the  payment  of  Apothecaries ;  and  I  flatter 
myftir,  we  fhall  coincide  in  opinion.  As, 
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in  the  preceding  pages,  I  have  had  the 
good  of  mankind  in  view,  fo  I  hope 
to  be  free  from  reproach,  whilft  I  pro- 
pofe  another  method  of  paying  Apothe¬ 
caries. 

Permit  me  then  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  the 
Public,  and  point  out 

Firft,  The  impropriety  of  the  prefent 
mode  of  payment,  with  the  many  inconve¬ 
niences  attending  it. 

Secondly,  Offer  a  more  eligible  method. 

Firft  then,  As  to  the  impropriety  of  the 
prefent  mode  of  payment,  with  the  many 
inconveniences  attending  it. 

The  intrufion  of  mean,  unqualified  per- 
fons,  has  cauled  Apothecaries  in  general* 
either  to  charge  their  medicines  higher, 
or  elfe  to  fend  in  needlefs  quantities. 
But  the  firft  is  fubjedt  to  fo  many  in¬ 
conveniences,  from  the  price  of  medi¬ 
cines  being  fo  generally  known,  that  raif- 
ing  them  might  greatly  endanger  their 
bulinefs,  and  reputation  ;  for  which  reafon, 
they,  alas !  alas !  too  often  adopt  the  other. 
This,  it  mu  ft  be  confefled,  has  not  fo  many 
obftacles  in  the  way  :  the  patient  can  very 

lei-  . 

\  * 


[  59  ] 

r 

feldom  difcover,  whether  he  has  taken  a 
greater  quantity  of  medicine,  than  his  dif- 
order  required,  which  probably  he  has  ^  for 
he,  who  is  thus  difpofed  to  give  medicines, 
will,  by  fome  means  or  other,  perfuade  his 
patient  to  take  them.  However  this  prac¬ 
tice  may  induce  the  world  to  ftyle  them 
impoftors,  let  us  impartially  examine  the 
matter,  and  hear  what  the  Apothecaries 
offer  in  their  defence ;  the  fubftance  of 
which  lies  in  that  one  word  of  our  great 
Lawgiver,  rfhe  laborer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire. 

To  afcertain  the  value  of  medicines,  the 
labor  of  compounding,  and  the  profit  that 
fhould  arife  from  them,  are  matters  of  no 
great  difficulty  5  but  not  fo  eafy  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  emolument  belongs  to  him  who 
directs  their  ufe. 

He  that  fixes  the  price  of  a  piece  of  me- 
chanifm,  merely  from  the  value  of  the  ma¬ 
terials  of  which  it  is  compofed,  difcovers  no 
little  ignorance,  and  offers  an  irifuit  to  the 
contriver ;  thefe  might  be  of  very  inconfi- 
derablc  worth,  if  compared  with  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  artift.  It  is  his  {kill  in  the 

I  2  per- 
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performance,  that  he  expeds  will  be  va<- 
lued, 

,  ,  •  .  s  ■  .  i  •  .  •  . »  y  > 

When  Apothecaries  went  no  further  than 
pharmacy,  they  had  only  a  right  to  be  paid 
for  procuring,  and  the  art  of  compounding 
medicines  3  but,  as  they  are  now  expeded 
to  prefcribe,  they  have  an  indifputable  right 
to  be  rewarded  for  this,  as  well  as  for  the 
other. 

I,  *  A  .*  J  K  •*  -  A  ^  i.  I  +  1  •*  ^  *■*  '•  *  £  -  *  3 

Some  difeafes  require  much  medicine ; 
many  very  little  3  and  a  great  number  none 
at  all  :  Nature  unaffifted  does  the  bufinefs. 
It  is  prudent  fometimes  alfo  to  leave  nature 
to  herfelf,  to  wait  her  didates,  and  not 

•  .  i  .j  1  A 

hurry  her  by  medicines  3  which  may  often 
reftrain  her  falutary  operations.  It  requires 
as  much  judgment  to  know  when  to  omit, 
as  to  give  medicines.  When  nature  is  at  a 
Hand,  it  is  not  imprudent  fqr  the  PhyAcian 
to  wait  3  but  it  will,  I  truft,  be  granted,  that 
a  per  foil  whofe  difeafe  is  removed  by  a  An¬ 
gle  dofe,  or  by  his  Apothecary  adyiAng  fome 
Ample  dilutent  kitchen-phyfic  3  or  whatever 
he  thinks  proper,  as  it  is  no  matter  whether 
the  patient  is  cured  by  the  fnuff  of  a  can- 
file,  or  by  bezoar  :  the  whole  is  the  Cure  : 

Such 
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Such  an  one  had  doubtlefs  better  pay  for 
advice  *,  than  for  a  cart-load  of  phyfic. 

Suffer  me  further,  for  the  illuftration  of 
the  fubjcdt,  to  fuppofe  a  cafe  or  two  j  and 
Jet  reafon  be  the  arbitrator  between  the  Pa¬ 
tient  and  the  Apothecary. 

Many  difeafes,  I  have  obferved,*  require 
few  medicines ;  and  yet  it  is  expedted  the 
Apothecary  moft  diligently  attend.  For  in- 
fiance;  a  favorable  fmall-pox,  meafles,  or 
the  difeafes  of  infants,  often  require  but 
Lttle  medical  affiftance,  as  well  as  many 
chronic  diforders ;  a  proper  regimen  in  diet, 
air,  exercife,  &c.  may  be  much  more  fa- 
lutary  than  phyfic.  Thefe  the  Apothecary 
recommends;  when,  probably  he  might, 
had  he  thought  proper,  loaded  them  with 
medicine  :  There  is  no  doubt  but  you  will 
fay,  this  would  have  been  very  unjuft :  but 
can  there  be  any  doubt,  with  confiderate 
men,  whether  he  fhould  not  be  paid  for 
his  trouble  and  advice?  You  fay,  you  do 

not 

*  I  know  a  phyfical  gentleman,  who  from  a  know* 
ledge  of  difeafes,  often  recommends  bathing  the  feet  in 
warm  water.  But,  poor  man,  though  his  advice  was 
often  crqwned  with  fuccefs  ;  though  he  had  thus  faved 
a  thcufand  lives,  what  was  his  reward  ?  that  of  a  pro¬ 
phet, — a  cup  of  cold  water . 
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not  object  to  pay  for  the  medicines :  and  do 
you  think  the  Apothecary  unworthy  of  re¬ 
ward,  becaufe  you  was  cured  by  a  method 
much  more  agreeable  ;  fuch  as  air,  exercife, 
or  fome  alteration  in  your  diet  ?  •  Let  every 
unprejudiced  confcience  determine.  But 
how  do  the  generality  of  mankind  pay  him  ? 
why,  only  for  the  medicines.  Is  not  this 
the  greateft  inducement,  for  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry  to  fend  more  than  is  needful  ?  How  elfe 
would  he  be  paid  ?  Why,  by  many  not  at  all. 
Shameful  ingratitude  !  I  have  alfo  obferved 
the  fm all- pox,  •  or  meafles,  might  require 
little  or  no  medicine.  Suppofe  then,  the 
Apothecary  is  expeded  to  attend  once  a  day 
at  leaft,  for  the  fpace  of  feven  or  eight  days. 
He  gives  no  medicine  :  the  patient  wants 
none.  He  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  be  paid 
for  his  care  and  attendance.  When  Chrift- 
mas  comes,  he  is  difappointed.  Who  can 
live  at  this  rate  ?  I  will  truft,  fays  he,  no 
more  to  generality.  What  mull:  be  done? 
Pay  myfelf,  though  I  even  for  the  future 
-naufeate  the  patient  with  medicines.  Now 
let  me  alk  the  reader,  if  not  an  Apotheca¬ 
ry,  what  courfe  he  would  purfue,  in  fuch  a 
cafe  ?  or  how  far  he  thinks  this  infringes  on 
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honefty  ?  Surely  it  would  be  the  intereft  of 
thofe,  who  unfortunately  are  compelled  to 
be  in  phyfical  hands,  (happy  they  who  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them)  to  adopt  lbme 
method  for  fatisfying  the  reafonable  demands 
of  thofe  necejfary  evils . 

Few  perfons  are  fond  of  medicine:  fome 
indeed  do  take  a  little  pity  on  us  j  long  may 
they  live  l  but  all  are  apt  to  take  more  than 
is  requifite.  What  man,  but  would  more 
gladly  pay  for  five  dofes  in  one,  than  one  in 
five  ?  All,  that  have  not  loft  their  reafon  by 
the  vapours.  How  prone  are  patients  to 
fay.  Give  me  fomething  that  will  touch  the 
caufe  $  fomething  effectual  :  As  little  medi¬ 
cine  as  you  pleafe,  (confident  with  your  dif- 
order)  if  you  will  reward  honorably* 

You,  probably,  do  not  grudge  the  Phyfi- 
cian  his  guinea,  for  what  the  Apothecary  had 
juft  before  advifed,  and  would  have  charg¬ 
ed  you  the  enormous  price  of  a  fhilling ! 
This  is  amazingly  difproportionate  !  Do  you 
think  that  the  Apothecary  would  ever  give 
you  a  fingie  dofe  more  than  was  requifite, 
if  you  would  pay  him  adequate  to  his  trou¬ 
ble  and  ability  ;  or  do  you  think  that  he  is 
pofiefTed  of  none  ?  Why  then  trifle  with 

your 
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your  life,  by  putting  it  under  his  care  ? 
But  on.  the  other  hand,  will  you  allow  him 
judgment,  and  objedt  to  pay  him  for  the  la¬ 
bor  and  expence  that  he  has  been  at  in  ac¬ 
quiring  it  ?  and  has  he  not  an  indifputable 
right  to  a  reward  ?  how  egregioufly  abfurd  ! j 
Suppofe  a  perfon’s  difeafe  required  no  more 
than  a  vomit,  which,  by  the  bye,  if  given  at 
the  onfet  of  diforders,  would  often  prevent 
the  mod  pernicious  confequences  :  here  is, 
fird  his  advice,  then  his  attendance  and  me¬ 
dicines  ;  and  what  can  he  charge,  not  to  be 

thought  impofing  ? - Eighteen  -  pence  at 

mod.  I  cannot  think  any  man  can  be  fo 
ungratefully  penurious  as  to  fav,  it  is  enough, 
fuppofing  his  education  cod  not  a  farthing* 
What  method  then  mud  the  Apothecary 
purfue?  you  will  give  no  more  than  is  charg¬ 
ed.  Has  he  any  other  means  to  pay  him- 
felf,  than  by  giving  more  medicines  than 
the  diforder  requires  ?  Though  I  am  very 
far  from  recommending  this  pradtice,  yet  I 
am  perfuaded,  it  is  followed,  more  or  lefs, 
by  all ;  and  I  leave  the  Public  to  determine, 
how  far  they  approve  of  fuch  a  practice. 
It  is  obvious  how  many  inconveniences  mud 
arife  both  to  the  patient  and  pra&itioner. 

>  '  .  T  he  * 
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The  patient,  perhaps,  is  confined  from  his 
bufinefs,  or  put  under  rules  that  are  not  ne- 
c^fiary,  and  (wallows  a  mefs  of  trumpery, 
without  the  lead  occafion. 

Befides,  though  fome  may  have  fuppofed, 
that  Apothecaries  can  eafily  give  medi¬ 
cines  producing  neither  good  nor  bad  effects, 
is  not,  in  my  opinion,  fo  very  apparent:  Na¬ 
ture  is  not  to  be  played  the  fool  with,  as  fome 
imagine  it  is  much  if  they  do  not,  at  lead, 
pall  the  appetite,  only  from  the  mere  thoughts 
of  taking  them.  But  children  are  chiefly  in¬ 
hered  by  a  large  quantity  of  medicines.  Ob- 
ferve,  often  the  difficulty  of  making  them 
take  even  what  is  proper ;  how  they  loathe 
it,  fo  as  to  reject  their  food,  for  fear  of  de¬ 
ception  :  this  fufiiciently  (hews,  the  tnifehief 
that  may  refult  from  their  being  crammed 
with  a  fuperfluous  quantity. 

If  then,  from  the  prefent  mode  of  pay¬ 
ing  Apothecaries,  mankind  are  liable  to 
'  fuch  inconveniences  j  without  urging  more, 
which  might  eafilv  be  done ;  I  proceed  to 
the  remedy  for  thefe  evils,  and  the  advan¬ 
tage  that  would  enfue  from  a  different  me¬ 
thod  of  payment. 

Few 
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Few  families  but,  more  or  lefs,  in  the 
fpace  of  a  year,  have  need  of  Apothecaries : 
and.  to  thefe  i  would  recommend,  an  an¬ 
nual  payment  of  them,  as  their  circum- 
ftances  will  admit.  They  can  eaftly  efti- 
mate  what  their  bills  yearly  amount  to, 
and  make  the  terms  with  their  Apothecary 
accordingly;  or  add,  or  diminifh,  juft  as 
they  both  agree.  Should  they,  for  a  year 
or  two,  be  biefted  with  an  unufual  ftiare  of 
health,  they  would  furely  pay  their  Apo¬ 
thecary  with  more  pleafure,  than  if  they 
had  languiflied  through  the  greateft  part  of 
them. 

Should  they,  on  the  other  hand,  be 
much  afflicted,  they  would  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  much  lefs  expence,  than  they 
now  are ;  and  it  would  be  the  intereft  of 
the  Apothecary,  to  exert  his  utmoft  abili¬ 
ties  for  their  fpeedy  recovery  ;  which  alfo, 
in  my  opinion,  would  not  a  little  tend  to 
the  increafe  of  phyfical  knowledge :  nor 
would  the  patient  take  a  draught  more  than 
was  neceffary.  Befides,  many  often  delay 
fending  for  Apothecaries,  till  the  difeafe  has 
gained  conliderable  flrength,  becaufe  of  the 
expence  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  at  the 
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loginning  of  a  diforder,  a  fimple  vomit, 
purge,  or  gentle  fudorific,  may,  by  deftroy- 
ing  its  ieeds,  prevent  a  tedious  illnefs. 

By  this  method  of  payment  then,  there 
would  be  an  immediate  application  to  the 
Apothecary,  on  the  fir  ft  attack  of  any  di- 
feafe.  In  fhort,  all  the  ill  effeds  that  I 
have  mentioned,  from  the  prefent  mode  of 
payment,  would  be  totally  removed. 

Hitherto,  I  have  confined  myfelf  to  thofe 
who  have  families,  in  which  an  Apotheca¬ 
ry  is  often  wanted :  thofe,  who  have  none* 
or,  who  enjoy  a  good  ftate  of  health,  will 
doubtlefs  objed  to  an  annual  payment.  Let 
me,  therefore,  advife  them,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  be  under  the  difagreeable  necefiity 
of  fending  for  an  Apothecary,  to  pay,  ei¬ 
ther  for  their  vifits,  or  adopt  any  other  me¬ 
thod,  equally  fatisfadory  $  or,  I  will  be  bold 
to  fay,  that  if  they  will  not  comply  with 
the  one,  they  will  be  in  danger  of  the  other. 

Utrum  horum  mavis  accipe. 

With  refped  to  thofe  in  narrow  circum- 
flances,  I  hope  the  generofity  of  Apotheca¬ 
ries  will  be  adequate  to  their  necefiity.  He 

that 


that  will  fuller  his  fellow-creature  to  be  in 
pain,  becaufe  he  is  unable  to  make  a  re¬ 
turn,  is  an  object  of  contempt,  a  pelt  to 
fociety,  and  ungrateful  to  his  God.  But 
to  conclude,  whatever  be  the  critic’s  fe- 
verity  on  tbefe  pages,  I  am  refolved,  ever  to 
behave  to  unhappy  indigent  fufferers,  like 
the  Good  Samaritan. 


